2 U.N. arms inspection chief going 
to Iraq at week’s end — Annan 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Richard Buffet head of the 
; UN. arms inspection team, will travel to Baghdad at the 
end of the week ina bid to petsuade Iraq to allow inspec- 
tors into closed sites, UN. Secretary General Kofi Annan 
said on Sunday. “Wc-are interested in the government 
giving access to the inspectors to go wherever they sus- 
pect illegal material may be hidden," Mr. Annan told 
ABC television. Iraq and fee United Nations have been in 
a stand-off since Occ. 29, when Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein threatened to expel U.S. weapons inspectors. 
Since their renim on Nov. 21, the UN. inspectors have 
carried out daily inspections without incident, but they 
have steered dear of '‘sensitive” areas. 


Arab flat in Jerusalem 
attacked for second time 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM ( AFP) — Arsonists tried to torch 
a flat rented by three Israeli Arab women in west Jerusalem 
Sunday for the second time in a month, Israeli police said. A 
policeman was slightly hurt in Sunday’s attack bur the flar did 
not rateh fire, police spokeswoman Linda Menuchin said, 
adding that a special police task force had been set up to 
investigate the case. Ms. Menuchin said the flat near the 
utora-Orthodox neighbourhood of Mea Sbearim, was also 
attacked last month. Jerusalem mayor, Hhud Olmert, admit- 
ted Arabs might experience difficulties living in west 
Jerusalem, Israel Radio reported, but he added that Jews faced 
the same problems living in occupied .Arab east Jerusalem. 
During the previous attack, the arsonists scrawled: ‘‘You have 
no place here” on the outside of the women's building. 
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Police arrest 
loosely veiled 
women in Tehran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Police 
rounded up a number of 
women in the Iranian cap- 
ital on Sunday after accus- 
ing them of failing to con- 
form. to the Islamic dress 
;pode in force since the 
T979 revolution, witnesses 
said. In the northern dis- 
trict of Vanak, several 
young women wearing 
^colourful scarves and light 
makeup were forced to 
board a police bus waiting 
cwtside a shopping mall to 
take them to a special cen- 
. tre which deals with 
“social vices.” Iranian 
Women are required to 
eover themselves from 
head to toe in line with the 
Islamicdress code. But as 
the code is not clearly 
specified the regulations 
are often enforced arbitrar- 


Another U-2 flew 
over Iraq — U.S. 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
A U.S. U-2 spy plane flew 
over Iraq on Saturday on a 
v U.N. mission, the Penta- 
gon said. “It flew without 
incident,” Major Elizabeth 
Kerstens, a U.S. Defence 
Department spokes- 
woman, told AFP. Earlier, 
Iraqi sources had said the 
high-altitude plane flew 
over the province of Kar- 
bala in the south and Erbil 
in the north before return- 
ing south. The plane, used 
to back up the work of the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) in charge of 
disarming Iraq, previously 
flew over Iraq on Nov. 10, 
18 and 24; each time with- 
out incident. 

* Turkish police 
\\ arrest two for 
‘ fatal shooting 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turk- 
ish police have arrested 
two people thought to have 
been involved in the 
killin g of a policeman in 
" Istanbul last week, Anato- 
lian news agency said Sun- 
: day. It did not say when 
the arrests took place. 
Assailants armed with 
automatic weapons shot 
dead a Turkish policeman 
and wounded two others in 
an attack on a patrol car in 
Istanbul Friday. The 
^ agency said members of 
the Kurdistan Workers 
Party (PKK) rebel group 
were suspected of staging 
the attack in a working 
class neighbourhood on 
the Asian side of the city. 
Left-wing urban guerrillas 
have also carried ont simi- 
lar killings of policemen in 
the same district. Police 
were still searching for 
two other people believed 
to be involved in the 
attack, the agency said. 

Emlrati to be 
lashed for raping 
Filipina secretary 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
An Islamic court has sen- 
tenced an Emirati busi- 
nessman to 80 lashes in 
public for raping his Filip- 
ina secretary, a newspaper 
reported on Sunday. Emi- 
grates News said the court 
in the eastern port city of 
Khor Fakkan issued its 
verdict last week after 
finding Mubarak Mussa 
Abdullah guilty of raping 
his secretary four months 
ago. He has been jailed 
. and is to be flogged near a 
mosque, the paper said, 
without specifying the 
prison term. The unnamed 
victim, meanwhile, plans 
to appeal for a heavier sen- 
tience and damages. More 
than 80,000 Filipinos work 
the oil-rich United Arab 

'Emirates. 


King, Klima discuss Mideast 
peace process, bilateral ties 


AMMAN (XT.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Sunday met the visiting Aus- 
trian Chancellor Viktor Klima 
for talks on a host of issues of 
mutual concern and develop- 
ments of the Middle East 
peace process, Jordan Televi- 
sion said 

During fee meeting which 
was attended by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, both sides affirmed the 
need to push forward fee 
peace process on all tracks of 
negotiations to achieve a just, 
comprehensive and lasting 
peace in fee Middle East 
region. 

Dr. Klima expressed his 
country’s keenness on 
expanding bilateral relations 
and Euro-Jordanian relations 
in various fields, following 
the signing of the association 
agreement between Jordan 
and the European Union. 

Mr. Klima arrived in 
Amman Sunday at the start of 
a two-day official visit to Jor- 
dan for talks on issues of 
common concern and fee 
peace process. 

In re marks upon his arrival 
at the head of a large econom- 
ic delegation. Dr. Klima said 
his visit conies to strengthen 
bilateral relations and Jordan- 
EU ties in addition to dis- 
cussing ways to set the peace 
process back on track. 

“It is an honour to be here in 
Jordan. My visit has three 
reasons. The first is bilateral 
relations between Jordan and 
Austria. We have no political 
problems between our two 
countries. We have tradition- 
ally good and friendly rela- 


tions ami there is a chance to 
increase economic develop- 
ment between the companies 
of our two countries," he said. 

He added: ‘The second 
point is Austria’s preparing 
for the membership of the 
troika of the European Union 
(EU). and we will chair the 
EU in the second half of 
1998 and we have to prepare 
ourselves to revitalise our 
relations because Jordan is a 
very important partner to the 
European Union. I have to 
congratulate it for its associa- 
tion agreement between Jor- 
dan and fee European 
Union" 

‘The third point is fee peace 
process in fee Middle East 
because Jordan is a stabilising 
factor in the region and Aus- 


tria and the European Union 
try to do all to support the 
peace process because in our 
opinion it is necessary to 
develop this process but not to 
stop it It is very important to 
demonstrate concrete 

progress in this peace 
process," added the chancel- 
lor. 

He said feat he was sure 
that "the bilateral talks which 
I will 'hold wife the prime 
minister and His Majesty, as 
well as His Royal Highness, 
will have enough constructive 
dialogue." 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, who was at the 
airport to welcome the chan- 
cellor said feat Jordan main- 
tains long historic ties wife 
Austria, at government and 


trade levels. 

Dr. Majali said: “Austria, 
which is a member of fee EU, 
stands by Jordan on all issues 
and therefore wc hope this 
visit will help us further bol- 
ster bilateral ties,” adding that 
Jordan will brief the chancel- 
lor and the delegation on fee 
peace process and Jordan's 
role. 

“We will ask fee Austrians 
to back our stand vis-a-vis fee 
Israelis, because it is Israel 
that constitutes a stumbling 
bloc in the path of fee peace 
process.” added the prime 
minister. 

“Having signed the associa- 
tion agreement with Europe, 
our relations with Austria are 
expected to be strengthened.” 
he said. 
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His Majesty King Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan meet with vis- 
iting Austrian Chancellor Viktor Klima on Sunday evening 


Israeli cabinet approves troop withdrawal 

Israeli government conducting negotiations with itself — Ashrawi 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel's 
cabinet approved Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu’s proposal Sun- 
day to go forward with a 
promised troop withdrawal 
from rural areas of the West 
Bank. 

Sixteen cabinet ministers 
voted in favour of the pull- 
out. and two abstained. 

The ministers made no 
decision about fee extent of 
the withdrawal or a 
timetable for carrying it out. 
Cabinet Secretary Danny 
Naveh said. 

“The government very 
soon, possibly next week, 
will meet and present its 
plans for a further re- 
deployment and its guide- 
lines for final status negotia- 
tions,” Mr. Naveh said. 

The cabinet agreed to 
cany out just one re-deploy- 
ment — rather than the three 
promised under the existing 
Israel-Palestinian agree- 
ments. 

Mr. Naveh said the with- 
drawal would take place 


only if both sides carried out 
their commitments. Israeli 
leaders have said the Pales- 
tinians must do more to 
fight terrorism. 

A cabinet statement said 
Israel would continue 
“strengthening” its settle- 
ments in the West Bank, 
despite uigings to the con- 
trary by both the Palestini- 
ans and the United Stares. 

Reports have pegged the 
pullout at between 6 and 8 
per cent of fee West Bank, 
which fee Palestinians reject 
as inadequate. Mr. 
Netanyahu also faces 
intense opposition from 
right-wing members of his 
own coalition, who have 
threatened to bring down the 
government if he hands over 
more land to the Palestini- 
ans. 

Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat, speaking Sunday 
in Ramallah. said he hoped 
the size of fee withdrawal 
would be “according to 
what has been agreed upon” 
in fee previous Israel -Pales- 


tinian agreements. 

The Palestinians currently 
have full or partial control 
over about 27 per cent of fee 
West Bank. Under the exist- 
ing Israel-Palestinian agree- 
ments. Israel is supposed to 
complete three unspecified 
further withdrawals from 
West Bank land by mid- 
1998. 

The Palestinians rejected 
Israel's proposed first with- 
drawal — supposed to take 
place last March — as inad- 
equate. and no withdrawals 
have yet taken place. 

The Palestinians have said 
they will not agree to forgo 
any of fee three withdrawal 
stages. 

“The Israeli government is 
actually conducting negotia- 
tions wife itself" Han an 
Ashrawi said before fee cab- 
inet vote on Sunday. 

“The Israelis say they 
want to conduct negotia- 
tions wife fee Palestinians 
— but basically there is 
already a signed agreement 
pertaining to re-deployment. 


and a timetable for that re- 
deployment So I don’t 
believe this is fee time to 
start devising agreements.” 

Palestinian ministers 
issued a statement Saturday 
calling Mr. Netanyahu’s 
plan “a continuation of fee 
Israeli government's attempt 
to evade fee agreement on 
further re-deployment” 

The Haaretz newspaper 
said U.S. officials warned 
Saturday fear Mr. 
Netanyahu cannot act uni- 
laterally to delay the with- 
drawal or to cancel fee third 
withdrawal. 

Hundreds of Jewish set- 
tiers and feeir right-wing 
supporters demonstrated 
outside Mr. Netanyahu’s 
Jerusalem residence Satur- 
day night against the pro- 
posed withdrawal. 

Earlier Saturday, dozens 
of Palestinians were hurt in 
clashes wife Israeli troops in 
Bethlehem, and thousands 
more took part in protests 
elsewhere in fee West Bank. 


Rashid submits draft elections law to Cabinet 


Kingdom to be 
divided into 80 
districts , voting 
age set at 18, 
voters to be 
issued magnetic 
cards 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Min- 
istry of Interior has prepared 
a new draft Elections Law 
which it submitted to fee 
Council of Ministers to be 
studied and thereafter 
referred to the Parliament in 
its current session, A1 Ra’i 
daily has learnt. 

According to the daily, fee 
draft law includes four basic 


amendments to the present 
law. These are 

L Dividing the Kingdom 
into 80 electoral districts, 
with each voter allowed to 
elect only one candidate in 
his or her district (at present 
the country is divided into 21 
districts). 

2. Bringing fee eligible age 
to vote down to 18 from fee 
present 19. 

3. Amending fee voting 
system by printing the names 
of all candidates on fee ballot 
papers, wife the voter draw- 
ing a circle around fee num- 
ber of his or her favourite 
candidate. 

4. Issuing each voter a mag- 
netic card for voting purpos- 
es. The card makes h impo$ : 
sible for voters to use it more 
than once. 


Under fee present electoral 
system each voter is allowed 
to vote for one person among 
fee candidates of his or her 
own district and he or she 
may not exercise this right 
more than once in any one 
election. 

In his Speech from the 
Throne. His Majesty King 
Hussein said Saturday that 
fee government will intro- 
duce new legislation to regu- 
late all aspects of political life 
in the Kingdom. He said feat 
a new' Elections Law, a Polit- 
ical Parties Law and a Profes- 
sional Unions Law will be 
introduced to Parliament for 
discussion and endorsement 
as pan and parceL of-the 
counuys drive, to modernise 
legislation..^ 

The King stressed that fee 


new Elections Law will “take 
into consideration the 
changes and developments of 
this age, establish increased 
equality and justice among 
all fee people and maintain 
the constants of our national 
march.” 

The current one-person, 
one-vote electoral system 
was criticised by the opposi- 
tion as promoting sectarian- 
ism and tribalism, but fee 
government was adamant 
and applied fee same law in 
fee 1997 parliamentary elec- 
tions on Nov. 4. 

The change of the electoral 
system was one of seven 
demands by fee Muslim 
Brotherhood movement, 
which along wife other nine 
parties boycotted this year’s 
elections. 



Crown Prince Hassan looks through the sights of a Milan-16 rocket launcher while a 
British Royal Marine sergeant looks on Sunday, the final day of 'Exercise Desert Song,' 
a joint training exercise using live ammunition between the two countries in the 
Qatraneh desert south of Amman (Reuters photo) 

Jordanian, British troops 
conclude joint exercises 


By Tareq Ayyonb 

Special to the Jordan Times 

QATRANEH — Jordanian and 
British troops Sunday conclud- 
ed a month-long war games, 
code named Desen Song, wife 
about two thousand soldiers 
from both sides taking part 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, after amending 
yesterday's 50-minute exercise, 
said fear it was parr of fee ongo- 
ing military cooperation 
between Jordan and fee United 
Kingdom. 

“Over many years, fee Jor- 
danian Armed Farces have had 
a very close relationship wife 
tie British Army and I think 
dot these young people came 
together obviously to leam 
from each other s experiences." 
Prince Hassan told reporters 
following fee exercise. 

The Crown Prince recalled 
his recent visit to fee headquar- 
ters of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) where 
“we made it very clear that our 
partnership is one for peace.” 

In this regard fee Crown 
Prince noted feat fee role of fee 
Jordanian Army is recognised 
“alongside not only the British 
Army but many other armed 
forces in fee context of Bosnia, 
where we served in fee past.” 

“So there is a tremendous 
deal of work to be done to 
maintain standards.” fee Crown 
Prince said. 

Prince Hassan said fear Jor- 
dan was determined to ensure 


feat fee Armed Forces will 
receive up-to-date weapons. 

‘There is a dear strategy, 
supervised by His Majesty, fee 
Supreme Commander of the 
Armed Forces, to supply the 
army wife weapons for infantry 
forces and fee airforces as well. 
It is a noble objective," he said. 

Prince Hassan dismissed the 
notion that there is any relation 
between these manoeuvres 
wife British troops and fee cri- 
sis between Iraq and the UN. 
over inspections of the eastern 
neighbour’s weapons. 

The exercises were “part of a 
continuing commitment. Last 
year, we had similar exercises 
and many in year* past. We 
have spoken of contingencies 
for intervention in the event of 
fee destabilising -of any neigh- 
bouring countries, and indeed 
we did in fee past," he said. 

The Crown Prince said Jor- 
dan was deeply concerned wife 
fee plight of fee Iraqi peopJe. 

“We would like to see the lift- 
ing of sanctions in compliance 
wife international resolutions.” 

The Sunday exercises are fee 
third in the past two years wife 
British troops. Last year fee two 
sides conducted exercises in 
March and October. 

Lti Colonel Tim Dutton, com- 
mander of fee 40 Commando 
Royal Marines, said 950 British 
marines took part in fee month- 
long exercises. The exercises 
were conducted in Tafileh and 
Qatraneh, in fee south of fee 
country, Ll CoL Dutton said. 


The Abu Obeidah infantry 
Battalion from fee Jordanian 
Army participated in fee exer- 
cises. 

‘The reason why we are here 
is that it is ideal for this sort of 
training. The mountain area in 
which we have been down, near 
Tafileh. is fee best mountain 
training area that we have ever 
experienced anywhere in the 
world. And up here, this is unri- 
valled area for doing live firing 
training because you can put 
templates from any direction." 
Col. Dutton added. 

Asked whether fee British 
troops have tested new 
weapons in this desert. Col. 
Dutton said that they have used 
“nothing particularly new” 

“Jordan is a friendly country 
wife whom we have had good 
relations. We have had exercis- 
es ar lower level and company 
level many times." Col. Dutton 
added. 

During fee Sunday exercises, 
while British troops used the 
British-made land-io-fand 
•Milan’ missile. Jordanian 
troops used fee French-made 
land-to-land missile ‘Abilas’ to 
hit the targets of a mock enemy 
to prepare for fee advance of 
infantry under heavy artillery 
shelling by British and Jordan- 
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Egypt’s foreign minister blames 
Qatari counterpart for tension 


CAIRO lAFP) — Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
on Sunday blamed the spi- 
ralling tension between 
Cairo and Doha on Qatari 
Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Jassem Ben 
Jaber Thani. 

“There is no war of words 
between Qatar and Egypt. 
There is a difference to be 
made between Egyptian- 
Qatari relations and what 
the Qatari foreign minister is 
declaring.” Mr. Musa told 
reporters here. 

"The insults used by the 
Qatari foreign minister do 
not represent the Qatari peo- 
ple’s point of view towards 


Egypt," Mr. Musa said. 

"I think that relations 
between Qatar and Egypt 
are stronger than that and 
cannot be affected by such 
humiliations and strange 
behaviour coming from one 
person, even if that person is 
the foreign minister" Mr. 
Musa said. 

But Mr. Musa warned that, 
if the crisis deepens. Egypt 
could recall its ambassador 
to Doha. 

"All options are open,” 
Mr. Musa told reporters. 

His remarks came as 
Qatari newspapers Sunday 
voiced "disgust and shock" 
at insults heaped in the 


Egyptian press on Sheikh 
Hamad. 

The government-owned 
Cairo weekly Akhbar AI 
Yom accused Sheikh 
Hamad Saturday of being 
“the thief of Doha." “an 
inveterate gambler.” and “a 
beast." 

Relations between Egypt 
and Qatar have taken a seri- 
ous turn for the worse in 
recent weeks. 

Doha has accused Cairo of 
involvement in two failed 
coup attempts against the 
current emir in 1996. Two 
Egyptians were among 110 
defendants at a trial which 
opened in Doha Wednesday 


for alleged involvement in 
the coup attempt. They were 
both being tried in their 
absence. 

Egypt has denied any 
involvement and President 
Hosni Mubarak said he was 
seeking clarification from 
Doha/ 

Qatar also reacted strongly 
to an Egyptian- led boycott 
of an economic conference 
with Israel which it hosted 
in mid -November. 

Doha accused President 
Mubarak of interfering in its 
internal affairs after he said 
that even ihe Qatari people 
were against the conference 
eoine ahead. 


Yemeni ministers arrive in Saudi 
Arabia for talks over border dispute 


RIYADH (. AP) — A high- 
powered Yemeni delegation, 
led by the country’s foreign 
and interior ministers, 
arrived here Sunday for 
talks on a border dispute 
that erupted into dashes last 
week. 

Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Lryani and Interior 
Minister Hussein Arab were 
met at the airport by Saudi 
Foreign Minister Saud 


Faisal, a Saudi official said. 

They were expected to 
hold talks with Mr. Faisal 
and the kingdom's interior 
minister. Prince Nayef. dur- 
ing their two-day visit, the 
official said. 

He said the two sides 
would try to advance ongo- 
ing bonder talks. He spoke 
on condition his name not 
be used. 

Both sides have reported 


casualties in recent clashes 
on the border, which stretch- 
es some 2.000 kilometres. 

Yemen contests Saudi 
Arabia's claim to parts of 
the Rub Ai Khali, a vast 
desert region believed to be 
rich in oil. It accuses Saudi 
Arabia of building roads and 
constructing military posts 
on iis territory. 

Yemen has been frustrated 
by the lack of progress in 


border talks and has said it 
will consider seeking 
international arbitration. 

In August. Saudi border 
police fired automatic 
weapons at Yemeni soldiers 
near the Rub AI Khali, 
wounding eight of them. 
There also were fights 
between Yemeni and Saudi 
Arabian forces on tiny dis- 
puted islands in the Red 
Sea. 


Iranian president 
creates body to 
protect rights 


TEHRAN (AFP) — 
Iranian President 

Mohammad Khatami 
said Sunday he had set 
up a political body to 
ensure the proper appli- 
cation of constitutional 
laws. 

"The Constitutional 
Surveillance Council 
was created in line with 
my heavy responsibili- 
ties. notably the pact I 
have reached with the 
great people of Iran.” 
President Khatami said 
in a communique pub- 
lished in newspapers. 

He recalled that as 
"the second highest 
official” after supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei he was 
“duty-bound to ensure a 
proper application" of 
the constitutional provi- 
sions. 

Among the council’s 
duties are: to formulate 
a guideline and prepare 
a report "on the proper 
implementation of con- 
stitutional provisions 
guaranteeing people's 
individual and social 


up 

LO 


righLs” and to come 
with suggestions 
reform and improve 
laws and regulations. To 
introduce programmes 
to educate the public 
about their legal rights, 
and clarify “limits to 
the president’s powers 
and responsibilities” 
and make reports on 
"cases of violations or 
improper execution of 
laws.” 

To make annual 
reports to submit to the 
leader, the parliament 
and the public. 

The members appoint- 
ed to the council are 
high-profile lawyers 
Gudarz Eftekhar-Jahro- 
mi. Mohammad-Esmail 
Shoushtari. Abdel vahed 
Mussavi-Lari. Hussein 
Mehrpur and Moham- 
mad-Husscin Hashemi. 

Mr. Khatami, a mod- 
erate cleric, was elected 
in a landslide victory in 
May with a promise to 
expand personal free- 
dom and ensure the rule 
of law. 


Netanyahu advisor on 
‘secret’ visit to China 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An 
advisor to Prime Minister 
Benvamin Netanyahu is 
making a “secret" visit to 
China to warn against pro- 
liferation of ballistic mis- 
siles or related technology. 
Israeli Army Radio report- 
ed Sunday. 

Uzi Arad. Mr. 
Netanyahu’s foreign policy 
advisor, is to meet Chinese 
officials Sunday to warn of 
the dangers of exporting 
long-range missiles and 
missile-related technology 
to countries such as Iran, 
the radio said. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordehai warned 
last month that Israel 
reserved the right to carry 
"preventative strikes” 


out 


against threatening 

weapons systems such as 
long-range Iranian missiles. 

Israeli officials have also 
frequently accused Tehran, 
which calls for the destruc- 
tion Israel, of seeking in 
acquire nuclear capability. 

Mr. Netanyahu said in 
August that he had received 
a promise from China not 
to sell a nuclear reactor to 
Iran. 

The Islamist government 
in Iran has never recog- 
nised Israel's right to exist, 
although Israeli officials 
have expressed hope that 
relations could improve 
under the country's rela- 
tively moderate new presi- 
dent. Mohammad Khatami. 



fed ** Ira! - U! 

I Wjfrfwni P hoto1 




% 


ciamini naa urea uur it# lire siwi ijk 1 - > — ----- , . . ,, .«.«»* 

because of shortage of medical supplies and equipment caused by sanctions imposed after the 199 1 Gull war 

(Reuters photo) 


Sheikh Yassin lauds the ‘generation 
of guns and bombs,’ urges struggle 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
The spiritual leader of 
Hamas. Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin, called on his fol- 
lowers Sunday to continue 
their "Jihad” (holy war), 
saying they were the 
“generation of guns and 
bombs.” 

"The generation of the 
disaster (the 1948 found- 
ing of Israel) lias passed 
and now it the turn of the 
generation of stones, guns 
and bombs.” Sheikh 
Yassin told a Hamas rally- 
in Gaza City. 

“Jihad is the way of 
honour and without jihad 
the nation remains weak. 
Oppressor nations have 
always been destroyed, as 
Israel and America will 
be. and the Hag of Islam 
will wave over our entire 
nation.” he said. 

Several hundred Hainas 
backers, mostly students, 
attended the rally, held to 
commemorate Ihe “mar- 
ts rdom” of Ezzedin A! 
Qassam. an early Islamist 


leader killed by the 
British in 1934. and other 
Hamas martyrs. 

"Izzedin AI Qassam” is 
today the name of the 
armed wing of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas), which has con- 
ducted a wave of bomb- 
ings which have left 
scores of Israelis dead 
since 1994. 

Sheikh Yassin also said 
it was “naiural" that the 
Palestinians rejected the 
1948 United Nations reso- 
lution partitioning Pales- 
tine into tin Arab and Jew- 
ish stale. Israel celebrated 
the 50th anniversary of 
the partition Saturday. 

"The Palestinian people 
are in the right and it is 
only natural they would 
reject partition, just as it is 
natural the rapacious 
thieves llsraelis| ivnuld 
accept it since they are in 
any case the winners." he 
said. 

In October Israel 
released Sheikh Yassin 


Israel warns its soldiers 
against Hamas kidnappings 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The Israeli army has warned its 
troops to be on the guard amid reports of plans by the 
Islamist group Hamas to kidnap soldiers, military sources [ 
said Sunday. 

The army told its troops to slick by rules concerning 
hitchhiking, a common mode of transport for off-duty 
soldiers, but one which has been exploited in the past by 
anti-Israeli Palestinian groups to snatch soldiers. 

Army rules bar soldiers from hitchhiking in the West 
Bank and restrict the practice to daviime-only inside 
Israeli territory. 

The army has information that the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) is planning to kidnap soldiers or 
civilians to ransom for the release of Islamist prisoners 
held by Israel, military sources said. 

Some 4.000 Palestinians arc currently imprisoned by 
Israel. 

Hamas, which is opposed to the self-rule accords signed 
hy die PLO and Israel, has led a campaign of bombings 
and anti-Israeli attacks which have left scores dead since 
1994. 


/ 


after nine years in prison 
in order to appease Jordan 
alter an uproar over a 


failed 


-raeli attempt to 
assassinate a Hamas offi- 
cial in Amman. 


‘Reports of kidnappings in Yemen baseless’ 


SANA'A IAPj — An Mian 
embassy official 5 undo) 
denied reports that two Ital- 
ians and three other Western- 
ers were kidnapped last week 
in Yemen and held for two 
days. 

The embassy spokesman. 
Orazeo Guancialc. said there 
was no evidence of any kid- 
nappings last week. 

“The reports are complete- 
ly without foundation." he 
said. 


Mr. Guanciale said the 
reports w ere hid led by a 
story in the Saudi daily Okaz. 
which quoted security 
sources as saying five West- 
erners had been kidnapped 
last week. TIic Italian 
embassy s;ud jt the rime th.it 
ir doubted lire slop, was true. 

On Thursday. ’Yemeni secu- 
rity sources said that five 
Westerners — an American, 
two Italians and two others >>f 
unknown nationalities — had 


few days 
alter two 


been kidnapped ; 
before and freed 

days. 

But Mr. Guanciale said that 
other senior Yemeni officials 
he had spoken to had ileiiicil 
any kidnappings occurred. 

Large snaths of I. mi I in 
Yemen arc ruled by armed 
tribesmen, who often kidnap 
loreigiKTs to demand money 
or press for concessions irom 
ihe government. The victims 
.lie seldom harmed. 


Israeli public sector workers go on strike 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Some 
150.000 Israeli public sector 
workers went on strike Sun- 
day to protest against govern- 
ment vi*sl-culling moves, 
union officials said. 

Municipal clerical workers, 
hospital and nursery employ- 
ees and firefighters were 
among those observing ilie 
work stoppage called hy lire 
main Israeli labour union His- 
tudrut. they said. 

Employees of die Jewish 


Agency res|xmsible for immi- 
gration were also staying 
away from work, they said. 

Government health insur- 
ance workers, university 
employees and social workers 
may join ihe open-ended 
strike on Monday, said Amir 
Ferei/, the Histadrut secretary 
general and a Labour Pjriv 
MP. 

He said the strike was called 
to protest against "unilateral" 
ensl-culting moves bv the 


Treasury. Unions have also 
voiced displeasure about gov- 
ernment privatisation moves 
wanting they could lead to 
massive layoffs. 

In September. Hisudnn 
shut down the country with an 
eight-hour strike. 

Tlie work stoppage coroes 
amid rising unemployment 
and a slowdown in economic 
growth since Prime Minister 
Benvamin Netanyahu took 
office last year. 
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TARAWNEH RECEIVES COMMUNIST LEADER: Foreign Minister 

Fayez. Tarawneh Sunday receives Russian Communist Party leader Gennady 
Zuyganov and reviews the Iraq-U.N. crisis and the faltering Middle East peace 
process (Petra photo) 


Trial of 4 accused of plotting attacks 
on Israel during Ramadan postponed 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Stale 
Security Court Sunday post- 
poned the case of four sus- 
pects accused of plotting 
attacks against Israel to Dec. 
15, when it will either issue a 
verdict or continue the pro- 
ceedings. 

The four suspects. Abdul 
Rahim Yousef, 25, Mujahed 
Abdul Jawad, 29. Sa'oud 
Mohammad, 24, and his 21- 
year-old brother Issa are 
accused of possessing illegal 
explosives (two grenades) 
and automatic weapons with 
illicit intent 

A fifth suspect. Sergeant 
Ali M. ; is being tried in a 
separate military court on the 
same charges. 


The prosecution is charg- 
ing that the five men 
obtained the arms to infiltrate 
Israel through Wadi Araba in 
southern Jordan during the 
month of Ramadan to launch 
an assault there. 

During Sunday's court ses- 
sion. the military tribunal 
beard the final argument 
from the Mohammad broth- 
ers' Defence Attorney 
Ahmad Hantoush. who 
asked the court to acquit his 
clients of the charges. 

Arty. Hantoush challenged 
the investigation procedures 
of the prosecution and 
charged thar his clients were 
forced to confess after being 
subjected to torture by secu- 
rity forces. 

Last month, the Moham- 
mad brothers testified in 


court that they had indeed 
planned to attack Israel dur- 
ing this co ming Ramadan 
and the one after, “but 
changed their minds because 
they all supported families." 

The two brothers said they 
disposed of the arms and 
explosives by burying them 
under a tree near Sa'oud 
Mohammad's house. 

Also Sunday, the same 
court tribunal, headed by 
Judge Yousef Faouri and 
including Judges Ahmad 
Ayash and Mohammad 
Huneity. postponed the case 
of ten people accused of 
smuggling arms to the West 
Bank to Dec. 15. 

The ten people, including 
two being tried in absentia, 
are charged with smuggling 
guns, rifles, and automatic 


weapons. 

Two of the eight defen- 
dants last month told die 
court that they were smug- 
gling arms to the West Bank 
in rubber boats via the Dead 
Sea. The remaining slx 
retracted their previous con- 
fessions and denied being 
involved with the rest of the 
group. 

During Sunday's session. 
A ttys. Mohammad Dweik. 
Walid Udwan. and Moham- 
mad Sa'oub presented their 
closing arguments to the 
court, asking for their clients’ 
acquittals on all charges. 

The attorneys also claimed 
in their arguments that their 
clients were forced to con- 
fess under duress. 

Any. Dweik. who is ’ 
defending Omar Abdul 


Hamid, one of two main .sus- 
pects in the case who con- 
fessed to smuggling arms, 
stated in court that his client 
was the victim of circum- 
stances. "because he was 
forced to smuggle weapon >. 

“My client’s son was Ud- 
napped by an individual 
from the West Bank, who 
forced him to smuggle the 
weapons. 1 ' Arty*. Dweik said. 

According to the prosecu- 
tion charge sheet, four of the 
ten defendants, who were 
West Bank residents, decid- 
ed in 1995 to smuggle 
weapons from Jordan ?nr 
profit. 

The four smuggled 
weapons to the West Beni, 
until their arrest by Jordanian 
security forces on April 13. 
1997. ’ 


24th woman murdered this 
year for reasons of ‘honour’ 


Public Romanian ambassador praises bilateral ties 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Police are 
questioning a 38-year-old 
man who Friday allegedly 
shot and killed his married 
sister and wounded a man in 
Sahab for “immoral behav- 
iour," according to official 
sources. 

The victim, Amneh Abdoh, 
29, was shot several times by 
her brother, who was not 
identified by the authorities, 
in her husband's house late 
Friday night, according to the 
official source. 

The suspect also shot and 
wounded a man he' claimed 

Majali underlines 
importance of 
Islam in daily life 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
Sunday underlined the 
importance of Islamic phi- 
losophy and teaching in 
helping people deal with 
problems in their daily life 
and die changes occurring in 
society. 

During a meeting at the 
Ministry' of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs with Minister 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Abdul Salam Abbadi, Dr. 
Majali said the Friday 
mosque sermon and the role 
of mosque preachers are 
important since they can help 
address social problems. 

Mosque preachers should 
conduct this work in an 
objective and scientific man- 
ner based on accurate infor- 
mation related to religion, he 
said. 

Dr. Abbadi briefed the 
prime minister on the min- 
istry’s plans and pro- 
grammes. 


was in the house with his sis- 
ter. the source maintained, 
adding that the brother then 
went and turned himself in to 
the police. 

According to the source, 
the victim’s husband had 
been in police detention one 
week before the incident 
occurred. 

On the night of the inci- 
dent, the victim’s brother 
went to his sister’s house to 
visit her late at night, and 
when he entered her house, 
“he saw his sister in an 
‘immoral situation’, drew a 
gun he was carrying, and shot 
his sister and the man with 
her," according to the source. 


"Amneh died instantly after 
receiving bullets ro different 
parts of her body. The man 
was only hit in the leg and is 
being treated at a hospital." 
the source told the Jordan 
Tunes Sunday. 

The source added that the 
brother is still in police cus- 
tody pending further investi- 
gation. 

Ms. Abdoh became the 
24th women reportedly killed 
in a crime of honour in Jor- 
dan since the beginning of 
the year. 

Last year, police reports 
indicated that 19 women 
were killed for similar rea- 


Islamic-Christian interfaith 
meeting opens next week 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Royal Academy of Islamic 
Civilisation Research (AI al 
Bayt Foundation) is organ- 
ising an Islamic-Christian 
interfaith dialogue in con- 
junction with the Vatican 
next Wednesday under the 
patronage of HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan. 

The participants in the 
three-day dialogue, the 
sixth of its kind to be 
organised by the founda- 
tion, are Muslim and Vati- 
can scholars who will pre- 
sent their views on three 
major topics: the concept of 
human dignity, the Muslim 
and Christian stand vis-&- 
vis mankind, and present 
challenges and aspirations. 

At least 38 intellectuals 
from 15 countries are tak- 
ing part in the dialogue. 
They include representa- 
tives from Jordan. 
Lebanon, the U.K.. Mauri- 
tania. Iraq. Bosnia, Egypt, 
Italy, the U.S., Algeria, 


Switzerland. Nigeria. Sene- 
gal. Ireland, and Palestine. 

The foundation has since 
1984 organised a series of 
Muslim-Christian meetings 
grouping prominent world 
scholars. 

In remarks about the 
upcoming meeting, Al al 
Bayt Foundation President 
Dr. Assad said the scholars 
will exchange views and 
ideas for the purpose of 
building bridges of under- 
standing and cooperation 
between the followers of 
the two monotheistic faiths. 

These meetings, he 
added, aim at creating the 
opportune climate for 
enlightened Muslims and 
Christians to discuss con- 
temporary problems and 
giving Muslim and Christ- 
ian youths the chance to 
offer ideas in a free and 
objective manner for solv- 
ing problems that they 
encounter. 


transport 
company 
to become 
regulatory 
body 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — As part of its 
privatisation plans, the gov- 
ernment has decided to 
transform the Public Trans- 
port Corporation (PTC) into 
a regulatory body that will 
monitor the operations of 
two new privately-owned 
transport companies, 
according to PTC General 
Manager Marwan Khitan. 

It was earlier reported that 
the PTC has encountered 
losses amounting to 
JD 100.000 each month 
while serving only six per 
cent of people using public 
transportation. 

Mr. Khitan told the Jordan 
Times Sunday that the PTC 
will, by March 1999. no 
longer be a transport opera- 
tor bui will serve as a regu- 
latory body along the lines 
of the Telecommunications 
Regulatory Commission 
(TRC), which facilitates the 
operations of privately- 
owned telecommunications 
companies. 

Mr. Khitan said the gov- 
ernment is soon expected to 
place bids for the two new 
transport companies which, 
he added, might be fully 
locally-owned or joint pro- 
jects with foreign, investors. 

The two private transport 
companies, which will give 
consideration to environ- 
mental concerns, Mr. Khi- 
tan added, are expected to 
commence operations by 
mid- 1999. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
Romania have always had 
good political, economic, 
and cultural ties that can 
only develop and diversify, 
said Romanian Ambassador 
to Jordan loan Agaficioaia. 

During an interview with 
the Jordan Tunes on the eve 
of Romania's National Day. 
observed today, the envoy 
reviewed the traditional 
relations between the two 
countries, stressing that 
their respective geographic 
positions, with all the ensu- 
ing problems, are bound to 
produce a shared political 
think ing that facilitates 
bilateral ties. 

Dec. 1 marks for the 
Romanians the day when, 
in 1918, Transylvania was 
reunified with the mother 
country after years of occu- 
pation by the Austro-Hun- 
garian empire. Since that 
day, the country's turbulent 
history saw it pass through 
another world war. through 
communism and, finally, on 
a democratic course of 
development and global 
integration. 

Romania, said Mr. Agafi- 
cioaia. has always support- 
ed the peace process in the 
region and firmly believes 
that negotiations will lead 
to a solution in the Middle 
East 

“The efforts of His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san, as well as their initia- 
tives towards promoting a 
just, comprehensive, and 
lasting peace in the region 
are well-known in Roma- 
nia." said the envoy. 

He added that Romania, 
in the course of diplomatic 
contacts, has stressed the 
need for a settlement of 
regional problems, espe- 
cially the Palestinians', that 
guarantees ali countries 
peace, stability, and securi- 



Ioan Agaficioaia 

ty- 

“Thus, we support the ini- 
tiative [towards peace] of 
any country and especially 
the U.S., which is acting as 
a broker in the peace 
process, since we are con- 
vinced that any deteriora- 
tion of the situation in the 
Middle East will have nega- 
tive repercussions through- 
out the region." said the 
ambassador. 

On bilateral ties, particu- 
larly in the economy sector, 
Mr. Agaficioaia said there 
was need on both sides for 
more efforts to bolster com- 
mercial exchange, deepen 
economic cooperation, and 
reach a balance in the vol- 
ume of trade between the 
two countries, now clearly 
in ‘ favour of Romania. 
Romanian exports to the 
Kingdom are nine times 
higher than those of Jordan 
to the Balkan country. 

A positive development, 
though, according to the 
ambassador, is the fact that 
for the last few years. Jor- 
dan's exports to Romania, 
which traditionally were 
made up of phosphate and 
cement, have started to 
include manufactured 
goods like medicine, deter- 
gents. other chemical prod- 
ucts, and electrical goods, 
as well as citrus fruit and 
vegetables. 


Romania will continue support of 
Kingdom’s peace efforts — ambassador 

AMMAN (Petra) — Romania will continue to supp«‘"i 
Jordan’s efforts spearheaded by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein to achieve a just and comprehensive peace in the 
Middle East that can guarantee the rights of the Ptdestin 
ian people, including their right to establish an indepen- 
dent state on Palestinian soil, Romanian Ambassador to 
Jordan loan Agaficioaia said Sunday. 

Speaking on the eve of his country’s national day, the 
ambassador said Jordan and Romania maintain very 
strong ties at different levels. 

Referring to trade, be said the volume of exchange 
between Jordan and Romania has reached S30 million 
and is increasing. 

With reference to education, the ambassador said thou- 
sands of Jordanian students are currently enrolled in 
Romanian universities, which have to date graduate.; 
more than 10.000 Jordanians. 

On the political and economic situation in Romania, ih .• 
ambassador stated that his country was pursuing the paff 
of democracy and believes in the free market, equality 
respect of human rights, and building good ties with i\- 
neighbours. 

Romania is seeking to join the European Union an.. 
NATO so that it can contribute more towards the creation 
of united Europe where all its people can live in prosper 
ity, progress, and peace, the ambassador added. 


There are, according to 
recent statistics, about 
2.500 Jordanian companies 
operating in Romania, most 
of them small and trade-ori- 
ented. although some have 
turned to production and 
even agricultural projects. 

Besides the commercial 
exchange, there is coopera- 
tion in the implementation 
of economic projects. 
About 200 Romanians from 
Indusmalexport S.A. work 
in Aqaba on a rum-key pro- 
ject for oil storage tanks and 
some 80 work for an alu- 
minium-product factory. 

Moreover, in May 1997, 
Electromontaj S.A., Roma- 
nia. and National Electric 
and Power Company 
(NEPCO) signed a contract 
whereby the former will 
connect the electric grids of 
Jordan and Syria. 

In a bid to further increase 
and diversify economic 
cooperation, so far this year 


over 2,000 Jordanian busi- 
nesspeople visited Romani:; 
and about 300 Romani. ,n 
entrepreneurs came to Jo: - 
dan to negotiate new con- 
tracts. 

Between Dec. 9 and 1- v 
Amman will host tiv 
Romanian Trade Wee-, 
during which 16 companies 
are expected to participate. 

Culrural ties between the 
two countries are aj>:- 
strong. Jordanian youth are 
interested in studying in 
Romania, said Ambassador 
Agaficioaia. and about 4* 
to 50 young people study ir. 
Romania yearly. 

“These add to the ICUiut: 
who already graduate.! 
from Romanian 

universities" added the 
envoy, who expressed hop. 
that relations between the 
two countries will continue 
to develop and that cooper- 
ation will expand to the 
benefit of the two peoples. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 


AIDS in Jordan — a case of the ‘not me’ syndrome 


CHRISTMAS CHOIR 

* Annual YWCA Christmas classical choir on 
Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, and Sunday (Dec. 3, 4, 
6, and 7) at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Plastic (abstract) art by Mohammad Qaddumi at the 
Royal Cultural Centre, until Dec. 7. 

* Works by Ghada Dahdaleh at Baladna Art Gallery. 
Gardens Street (Tel. 5537598). until Dec. 10. 

* Paintings on fine porcelain at the Arts and Crafts 
Centre (Artisana) (Tel. 617118) until Dec. 2. 

* Paintings by Ammar Khammash at the French Cul- 
tural Centre, Jabal Weibdeh, until Dec. 12. 

* Paintings by Saadi Al Kaabi at Orient Gallery (Tel. 
681303/4), until Dec. 4. 

* An exhibition of prints by Algerian artist Koraishi, 
and calligraphy by Iraqi artist Massoudi, inspired by the 
poems of Mahmoud Darwish, at Darat Al Funun, Jabal 
Weibdeh, until Dec. 31. Also displaying paintings by 
Jordanian artist Nasr Abdul Aziz, and works by contem- 
porary Arab artists. 

* Works by Khalid Khreis at Institute Cervantes, Jabal 
Amman, until Dec. 10. 

* Exhibition of w allh an ging s and weavings by Bashar 
Kathem and others at Noor Al Hussein Foundation, off 
Wadi Saqra Street. (Tel. 699131/2) until Dec. 4. 

* “Journey Within" by Pakistani artist Gulgee and his 
son, sculptor Amin Gulgee, at the Jordan National 
Gallery of Fine Arts (Tel. 630128), until Dec. 15. 


AMMAN ('United 

Nations) — Today, on the 
tenth anniversary of World 
AIDS Day, the millions 
who have died of acquired 
immune deficiency syn- 
drome (AIDS) will be 
remembered. And the 22 
million people living with 
the human immunodefi- 
ciency virus (HIV ) around 
the world will also be 
remembered. By the year 
2000, according to the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO), this figure will 
have nearly doubled to 40 
million. 

The figures for 
HIV/AIDS in Jordan are 
nowhere near as dramatic 
— since 1986, a total of 
164 HIV/AIDS cases have 
been recorded. 49 of 
which have resulted in 
AIDS-related deaths. But 
these figures are growing 
steadily, as they are in 
other developing coun- 
tries. This year alone, 28 
new cases have already 
been detected in the coun- 
try. 

HTV/A1DS statistics 
reveal only the tip of the 
iceberg, according to Ziad 
Najjar, programme manag- 
er for the National 
AIDS/STD Control Pro- 


gramme (NASCP) at the 
Ministry of Health. "Our 
biggest challenge is to 
keep this low prevalence 
of the disease." 

Founded in 1986 after 
the first AIDS case was 
discovered in Jordan, the 
NASCP has been educat- 
ing the public about pre- 
vention as well as provid- 
ing care and social sup- 
port. It has also been regu- 
larly screening high-risk 
groups such as carriers of 
sexually transmitted dis- 
eases (STD), intravenous 
drug users, prostitutes, 
tuberculosis patients, and 
recipients of blood trans- 
fusions. 

Figures released by the 
Ministry of Health indi- 
cate that contaminated 
blood or blood produers 
were the leading cause of 
HIV/AIDS cases recorded 
in Jordan, followed by het- 
erosexual contact with an 
infected partner. However, 
the ministry figures also 
revealed that an over- 
whelming 80 per cent of 
HIV/AIDS cases detected 
in Jordan were contracted 
outside the country, and 
that nearly 40 per cent of 
HIV/ AIDS carriers were 
non- Jordanians. 


"Jordan is lucky, its cul- 
tural heritage has helped 
control the spread of 
AIDS.” agreed Omar 

Suleiman, chairman of the 

UN AIDS in Jordan, a joinr 
United Nations pro- 
gramme on HIV/ AIDS 

that has been working 
closely with the NASCP in 
combatting sexually trans- 
mitted diseases. 

"The risk is there howev- 
er" warned Dr. Suleiman. 
"Jordan is at a crossroad 
where tourism is increas- 
ing. Any communicable 
disease in this global vil- 
lage is a problem." 

Current government reg- 
ulations stipulate that non- 
Jordanians with 

HIV/AIDS must be 
deponed, a controversial 
policy that is also followed 
in many Western coun- 
tries. For Jordanians with 
HIV/AIDS, the Ministry 
of Health has made it a pri- 
ority to respond swiftly by 
providing them with edu- 
cation and counselling. 

"Many AIDS patients 
enter a stage of denial and 
refuse to believe they have 
the disease in the begin- 
ning." explained Dr. Naj- 
jar. “This first step we take 
is to offer them the social 


support they need through 
counselling.” 

In addition to the emo- 
tional trauma of coping 
with the disease, 
HIV/AIDS patients face 
staggering medical 

expenses. Although the 
government is covering the 
treatment costs of AIDS- 
related illnesses such as 
pneumonia, diarrhoea, and 
a string of other infections, 
it is unable to finance the 
recently- introduced cock- 
tail drug treatment priced 
at $20,000 per person per 
year. 

As a result, only inde- 
pendently wealthy and 
medically-insured Jordani- 
ans have been able to pur- 
chase the drugs through 
pharmaceutical companies 
abroad. 

The NASCP has been 
trying to promote home- 
based care, a practice that 
is recommended by the 
WHO. 

"Home-based care pro- 
vides moral, economic, 
and social support to the 
diseased person,” said Dr. 
Suleiman, who is also the 
WHO representative in 
Jordan. “It helps commu- 
nicate that there is no dan- 
ger in socializing, eating. 


and living with people suf- 
fering from AIDS." 

In spite of the social stig- 
ma and fear propagated by 
AIDS, the NASCP has 
managed ro build strong 
alliances with NGOs. reli- 
gious groups, and coramu-' 
nity leaders. Women’s 
groups in particular have 
been responsive to the 
national fight against the 
spread of HIV/AIDS. 
According to the United 
Nations, women are "bio- 
logically. epidemiological - 
ly, and socially more vul- 
nerable” to HIV. 

In Jordan, the female- 
male ratio of HIV carriers 
has increased from 1:5 in 
1996 to 1:3 today. 

In the face of this debili- 
tating global epidemic for 
which a cure has yet to be 
found, the NASCP has 
placed heavy emphasis on 
prevention. “The corner- 
stone of our national pro- 
gramme is to start with 
healthy people," explained 
Dr. Najjar. 

As pan of its public 
awareness initiatives, the 
NASCP has introduced the 
topic of HIV/AIDS into 
the curriculum of schools 
and medical institutions, 
promoted education in the 


w r ork place and vocational 
training centers and 
launched condom distribu- 
tions in health clinics. 
Plans are also underway to 
establish a telephone hot- 
line to encourage individu- 
als to seek information 
from a reliable source. 

A survey conducted b> 
the NASCP earlier this 
year revealed startling 
results — Jordanians are 
adequately informed about 
HIV/AIDS, but their high 
level of knowledge was 
noi necessarily reflected in 
their behavior. 

Dr. Najjar attributed this 
to the ‘not me’ syndrome, 
where HIV/AIDS is 
regarded mainly as a prob- 
lem of other countries. 

To date, over 60 per cent 
of individuals afflicted 
with HIV/AIDS in Jordan 
were found among the 15- 
39 age group. 

“People are fatalists, 
they are only impressed bv 
big numbers" Dr. Najjar 
said, referring to the rela- 
tively low incidence of the 
disease in Jordan. 

"If we don’t have effec- 
tive intervention based on 
behavioral changes and 
safer practices. AIDS will 
steal our future.” 





4 World News 

World braces for battle 
over global warming 


KYOTO, Japan (AFP) — 
Deep rifts divided the 
world’s key players Sunday 
on the eve of a critical 10- 
day conference aimed at 
clamping legally binding 
cuts on greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Last-minute talks aimed 
at bridging the gaps in the 
fight against global warm- 
ing succeeded only in high- 
lighting the yawning differ- 
ences among developed 
nations and between rich 
and poor countries. 

Raul Estrada, chairman 
of the preparatory talks 
which began in October in 
Bonn and continued here 
Sunday, said he wanted to 
“resolve outstanding 
issues” on the eve of die 
Kyoto conference proper. 

But no resolutions were 
found to the myriad of 
thorny issues that more 
than 150 countries will 
have to tackle if they are to 
agree on a Kyoto protocol 
to combat the threat of 
global warming. 

In the developed world 
the United States. Europe 
and Japan all have widely 
differing proposals for 
reducing emissions of 
gases blamed for trapping 
the earth’s heat 

Moreover, the United 
States insists that develop- 
ing countries, including 
major greenhouse gas emit- 
ters such as China, should 
agree at Kyoto to bear 
some of the burden. 


In a pointed reference to 
Washington. Mr. Estrada 
said “some developed 
countries” were asking 
developing countries for 
commitments but hod 
failed to fulfil their own. 

The landmark 1992 Rio 
convention called for 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
blamed for the warming of 
the earth, to be returned to 
their 1990 levels by 2000. 

Taking 1990 greenhouse 
gas emissions as a base, 
Europe is calling for a 15 
per cent cut by 2010, Japan 
for a five per cent cut 
between 2008 and 2012 
and the United States for no 
change between 2008 and 
2012. 

But each of the offers has 
a different underlying 
basis. The United States, 
for example, includes six 
“greenhouse gases" in its 
proposal while Europe and 
Japan include only three in 
theirs. 

Mr. Estrada sought an 
agreement that would 
include six gases in any 
deal at Kyoto but the pro- 
posal met immediate objec- 
tions from Japan and 
Britain, which called for 
cuts in just three gases to 
remain an option. 

The price of failure in 
Kyoto would be high, 
according to reports on the 
impact of climate change 
issued by the U.N. 
Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change. 


Drought in Africa, partial 
melting of the polar ice 
caps, flooding in Asian 
countries such as 
Bangladesh, the disappear- 
ance of low-lying islands 
and similar rapid changes 
elsewhere in the world are 
among the forecasts. 

At a meeting of 18 Asia- 
Pacific nations, including 
the United States and 
China, in Vancouver last 
week, members could only 
agree on one point — sup- 
peat for a “successful out- 
come" at Kyoto. 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryu taro Hashimoto admit- 
ted there was much ground 
yet to cover. “When we dis- 
cussed a target to cut green- 
house gas emissions, opin- 
ions were still widely 
divided." Mr. Hashimoto 
said. 

Washington has called for 
countries to be allowed to 
“buy" emission cuts from 
countries that have cut fur- 
ther than their targets, a 
proposal yet to gain wide- 
spread support. 

While Washington faces 
strong pressure from else- 
where to strengthen its 
offer, it is taking heat at 
home from big business 
which fears strict cuts in 
greenhouse gas emissions 
could extinguish strong 
economic growth. 

U.S. automakers, oil 
companies and unions are 
running advertising cam- 
paigns warning that even 


Canada plays key role in fight 
against anti-personnel mines 


MONTREAL (AFP) — 
Canadian officials are proud 
of the key role they have 
played in rallying countries 
behind the global treaty 
banning anti-personnel 
mines, to be signed later in 
the week in Ottawa. 

For more than a year 
Canada has used its political 
and diplomatic clout to rally 
recalcitrant nations to join 
the “Ottawa process" that 
bans the weapons, which 
kill or injure one person 
every 22 minutes. 

The treaty will be signed 
by representatives of 105 
countries Dec. 2-4 in 
Ottawa. 

Even though three of the 
world's leading powers — 
the United States, China 
and Russia — will not sign 
the treaty. Canadian offi- 
cials believe pressure from 
the process has forced them 
to take steps to curb the use 
of mines. 

The Canadian effort 
began on May 3. 1996. in 
Geneva when, at the end of 
a U.N. -sponsored confer- 
ence, Canadian delegate 
Bob Lawson said that his 
country was unhappy about 
a compromise reached there 
merely limiting their use. 

“It grew out of a sense of 
frustration on existing 
diplomatic processes," a 
senior Canadian official 
said this week. The non- 
governmental organisations 
working to ban land mines 
“came ~and said, ‘you are 
talking about the wrong 


issue here." the official said. 
“‘Instead of talking about 
how you could mitigate the 
effects of the antipersonnel 
mines, you’ve got to talk 
how to ban them.’” 

In October 1996 Canada 
decided to call what became 
the Ottawa conference on 
mines, which set a deadline 
of December 1997 to draft a 
treaty to ban the devices. 

Canadian officials then 
began the task of convinc- 
ing one nation after another 
of the need to ban anti-per- 
sonnel mines, devices that 
maim both soldiers and 
innocent civilians. 

Prime Minister Jean 
Chrftien and Foreign 
Minister Lloyd Axworth 
travelled around the world 
to get signatories for the 
pact, carrying their message 
from the Commonwealth 
summit to the Francophone 
summit, and on trips to 
Russia and tours to Asia. 

‘The Ottawa Process 
community has been 
accused of being a club of 
angels," Mr. Ax worthy said 
in "October. “We have been 
called inflexible, radical, 
unethical and even 
Stalinistic. We have been 
criticised for leading a cru- 
sade." 

'TThat was) not our usual 
image of boy scouts of the 
world community but per- 
haps a sign that we have 
touched a nerve.” he said, 
smiling. 

Even though the United 
States. China and Russia 


refused to sign the pact, 
those countries moved in 
the direction of Ottawa 
treaty. Canadian officials 
said. 

The United States 
increased its financial assis- 
tance for mine removal, for 
example. and China 
announced it would restrict 
its mine exports. At one 
point Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin seemed pre- 
pared to sign on. but then 
backed down. 

Canada has already indi- 
cated that it wants to push 
beyond a mere landmine 
ban. moving to what it is 
calling the “Ottawa Process 
II," which will focus on 
mine-clearing and helping 
mine blast victims. 

“The hardest work begins 
in December,” said Mr. 
Axworthy. "This will 
require a degree of co-ordi- 
nation unusual for govern- 
ments and (non- govern- 
mental organisations) that 
normally jealously guard 
their independence of 
action and sovereignty.” 

The Ottawa treaty is for- 
mally called the 
“Convention on the prohibi- 
tion of the use. stockpiling, 
production and transfer of 
anti-personnel mines and on 
their destruction.” 

The treaty requires the 
destruction of existing 
stocks within four years of 
the signing of the conven- 
tion. and mandates the 
clearing of all minefields 
within 10 vears. 


Taiwan KMT mayor calls for 
soul-searching after election rout 


TAIPEI (AFP) — 
Outspoken Kaohsiung 
Mayor Wu Tung-Yi Sunday 
urged the leadership of the 
ruling Kuomintang (KMT) 
to do some serious soul- 
searching after the party’s 
worst election defeat on 
record. 

“Some people were so 
proud after winning the 
presidential race in March 
last year and thought the 
whole country was under 
their command,” Mr. Wu 
told reporters without nam- 
ing names. 

But the political situation 
had changed amid deterio- 
rating social order and the 
KMT’s decision to down- 
side the provincial govern- 


ment, which had sparked 
widespread discontent and 
factional fights in the party, 
he said. 

“We have lost the race to 
our own people," he said, 
adding many KMT mem- 
bers had insisted on stand- 
ing in Saturday's local elec- 
tions without party 
approval. 

Mr. Wu from the southern 
city of Kaohsiung is one of 
the few younger KMT lead- 
ers who have dared to chal- 
lenge the policies of party 
chairman. President Lee ■ 
Teng-hui. 

He urged the KMT leader- 
ship to take the election 
defeat seriously. 

"If they believed the elec- 


tion was just a contest at 
lower government level 
which would not jeopardise 
the stability of the KMT's 
central government, then we 
have just seen the first domi- 
no fall and the impact can- 
not be estimated,” he said. 

For the fust tune in its 50 
years control over the 
island, the KMT lost the 
majority to the opposition in 
Saturday's elections for 
county magis trates and city 
mayors. 

The Democratic 

Progressive Party won 12 of 
tbe 23 constituencies while 
the KMT got only eight, a 
loss of eight seats. Three 
posts were taken by inde- 
pendents. 


U.S. President Bill 
Clinton's current plan will 
raise energy costs by at 
least 20 per cent, eliminate 
jobs and price U.S. exports 
out of the market. 

While visiting Japan ear- 
lier in the month. Chinese 
Premier Li Peng acknowl- 
edged the seriousness of 
tbe global warming prob- 
lem but said all countries 
should take action appro- 
priate to their own condi- 
tions. 

'Those who are over- 
weight need to be on a diet 
while those who are under- 
nourished need more nutri- 
tion." Mr. Li said. 

Australia. meanwhile, 
comes to Kyoto with a pro- 
posal which allows it to 
increase greenhouse gas 
emissions by 1 8 per cent by 
2010 while calling for the 
Kyoto conference to take 
different countries' circum- 
stances into account. 

Major world powers were 
seeking “their own targets 
according to their own cir- 
cumstances — they say 
taking into account other 
countries' circumstances is 
too complicated." said Meg 
McDonald. Australian 
ambassador for the envi- 
ronment. 

“But I think that there are 
a large number of other 
players who agree with us 
that differentiation (taking 
each country’s circum- 
stances into account) is 
essential,” she said. 


Bushfires 
burning 
out of 
control in 
Australia 


SYDNEY (AFP) — The 
Australian army was called in 
Sunday to help fight nearly a 
hundred bushfires raging out 
of control in New South 
Wales stxe and fanned by 70 
kilometre per hour winds. 

Rural Fro Service spokes- 
woman Gilly Paxton said tbe 
single largest Maze hod 
destroyed 40.000 hectares of 
bushland. 

A further 60 Mazes were 
being contained but fixes 
across die state were expected 
to continue for many days, 
she said. 

Residents of the tiny town 
of Frpgmore lost their munic- 
ipal hall and an historic cot- 
tage to bushfires Saturday 
night in the first property loss- 
es of the season. 

Authorities warned Sunday 
that more than 70,000 volun- 
teers were likely to be called 
on to fight fires during the 
summer, already showing 
signs of being one of the 
hottest on record. 

Conditions arc now consid- 
ered ripe for a repeat of the 
1994 fires that killed four peo- 
ple and destroyed hundreds of 
homes in the Sydney suburbs. 

Rural Fire Service 
Commissioner Phil 

Kopertxag said Saturday 
night that the army had been 
asked for earth-moving 
equipment and some heavy 
water tankers. 

"Tbe fire has broken 
through all containment 
lines.” he said. 

“The winds have been 
increasing in velocity 
tfatxtghout the evening and 
there's been no rain but plen- 
ty of lightning strikes associ- 
ated with the southerly 
change." 

Water bombing was contin- 
uing in the Hunter Valley area 
northwest of Sydney, espe- 
cially in the Gwlbum River 
National Park where fires 
remained very active, and in 
the Blue Mountains to the 
west where fires flared up 
overnight. 

Mr. Koperbeig said 36 air- 
craft would be used to fight 
fires Sunday, with about half 
equipped a? water-bomb the 
worst of die Mazes, including 
some in otherwise inaccessi- 
ble areas. 
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Children from various countries hold up a hoard displaying cards sent from throughout toe worid^Jlingf^^20 
per cent cut in greenhouse gas emissions, at the Heian Shrine in Japan s ancient capital . ^ , t . 


Fair elections in Cambodia 
hinge on killings probe 
— U.N. official 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
The Cambodian government 
must investigate and act nn 
scores of allegedly politically 
motivated killings if upcom- 
ing elections are to be consid- 
ered free and fair, a senior 
U.N. official said Sunday. 

"If there is no action ... 1 
think that is a very Mid omen 
for free and fair elections," 
said Thomas Hainmarbcrg, 
the United Nations secretary 
general's special representa- 
tive for human rights in 
Cambodia. 

“It is a major point." he said, 
noting that impunity for those 
who commit such crimes has 
long been Cambodia's most 
serious human rights Issue. 

Mr. Hammarbcig. who 
arrived here Sunday for a six- 
day visit, has severely criti- 
cised the Phnom Penh gov- 
ernment for its apparent lack 
of seriousness in investigating 
the executions of more than 
40 supporters of deposed co- 
premier Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh following his vio- 
lent ouster in July. 

“Many months have passed 
and we expect some results." 
he said “I haven't .seen tiny 
report that indicates they have 
been serious." 

He added that he and other 
human rights officials were 
still waiting for the govern- 
ment's promised investigation 
into a March 30 grentide 
attack on an opposition rally 
that killed at least 16 people. 

"It has been six months (in 
that case) ;ind we expect 
results." 

"The situation is such that it 
is necessary to he concerned 
about security for politically 
active people," he said 


An advance team of self- 
exiled supporters of Prince 
Ranariddh arc due to arrive 
here Monday to determine 
whether lire situation is safe 
enough for them to return per- 
manently. 

Tltc government has reject- 
ed previous criticism (hat (heir 
investigations were not going 
anywhere and said it was fully 
prepared to ensure that the 
elections, now scheduled for 
May. would be free and fair. 

The international communi- 
ty has made it clear that unless 
the elections are considered 
“free, fair and credible,” they 
will not he preptired to fully 
recognise tltc government 
now effectively led by power- 
ful Second Prime Minister 
Hun Sen. 

Their reading of the elec- 
tions is expected to be based 
licuvily on Mr. Hammarberg's 
reports ;ls well as those of a 
team of U.N. monitor; who 
hegan arriving in Phnom 
Penh Sunday. 

Mr. Hammoibcig made it 
dear that he and his office 
would not back down. 

“My focus will be on the 
impunity aspect,” he slid, 
adding that he would be also 
be officially informing the 
government of a U.N. resolu- 
tion passed Iasi week autho- 
rising the secretary general to 
send experts to investigate 
genocide and crimes against 
hunuiniiy charges against the 
Khmer Rouge guerrilla fac- 
tion. 

'“This is a serious step" 
towards bringing the Khmer 
Rouge leadership to justice 
before an international tri- 
bunal. he said. 


'Swiss siphoned off 
WWII money for POWs' 


LONDON (R) — 

Switzerland's World W'nr II 
government used allied funds 
intended to aid British and 
American prisoners of war to 
repatriate Swiss money from 
Japan, a British newspaper 
reported Sunday. 

The Sunday Telegraph said 
in a report from Washington 
that a wartime document 
found in U.S. archives sug- 
gested "a massive misappro- 
priation of funds" by the 
Swiss. 

The document is a translat- 
ed transcript of an intercepted 
Swiss diplomatic cable 
between Bern and 
Washington from November 
1945. the newspaper said. 

The document shows that 
in August 1944 neutral 
Switzerland reached a secret 
agreement with Tokyo to 
divert 40 per cent trf the 
money paid by the British 
and American governments 
to provide relief lea- their pris- 
oners in Japanese captivity. 

The 40 per cent was used 
"for the transfer of ,Swiss 
claims in Japan" while the 
remaining 60 per cent was at 
the free disposal of the 
Japanese government, the 
document says. 


The Sunday Telegraph 
quoted Charles Peel, a British 
war veterans' spokesman, as 
saying the wording implied 
that “the most callous and 
outrageous theft” had taken 
place of resources which 
could have saved hundreds of 
lives. 

The document came to light 
as pan of research into the 
fate of Nazi gold. An interna- 
tional conference on the sub- 
ject opens in London 
Tuesday. 

Switzerland’s wartime role 
in handling Nazi gold has 
come in for h:m.h criticism. 

However the Sunday 
Telegraph, in a separate arti- 
cle. said Britain was also at 
fault because it misappropri- 
ated pre-war bank dqxwits 
belonging to holocaust vic- 
tims amounting to tens of 
millions of pounds. 

Instead of being given to 
the victims or their heirs, the 
money was used to compen- 
sate British companies for 
wartime property losses in 
Europe. 

The newspaper said a for- 
eign office report on the issue . 
had heen completed but its 
publication would be delayed 
until next year. 


Yeltsin unlikely^ 
to shed light oi | 
Wallenberg saga 


STOCKHOLM (R) — 

Swedes anxious to solve 
the 50-year-old mystery of 
missing diplomat Raoul 
Wallenberg are unlikely ro 
get any new answers when 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin visits Sweden this 
week, officials said Sunday. 

The 1945 disappearance 
of Wallenberg, a member of 
Sweden’s most powerful 
industrial family, has been 
one of the most enduring 
mysteries of World War II 
and haunted relations 
between Stockholm and 
Moscow since the war. 

Annika Soder, spokes- 
woman for Sweden's 
Foreign Ministry, said the 
Wallenberg affair would be 
raised during Mr. Yeltsin's 
visit from Tuesday to 
Thursday, the first state 
visit to Sweden by a 
Russian president since 
1909. 

“The issue will be 
brought up between the 
president and Sweden's 
Prime Minister Goran 
Persson Ms. Soder told a 
media briefing ahead of the 
visit. 

A limited opening up of 
Soviet files since the end of 
the cold war has not been 
able to shed new light on 
Wallenberg’s fate and 
Swedish officials are pes- 
simistic about the possibili- 
ty of a new breakthrough. 

Wallenberg, a business- 
man holding a diplomatic 
passport from neutral 
Sweden, was sent to 
Budapest in July 1944 dur- 
ing the Soviet occupation 
of Hungary. 

With little regard for his 
own safety, he issued 
Swedish passports to 
Hungarian Jews, hid them 
in safe houses while plan- 
ning their escapes, and ver- 
bally threatened Nazi gen- 
erals. 

He is credited with saving 
thousands of Hungarian 
Jews from Hitler’s gas 
chambers. 

Wallenberg was last seen 
in January 1945, being dri- 
ven off to see Marshal 
Rodion Malinovsky, com- 
mander iff the Soviet troops 
occupying Budapest alter 


the German retreat, jg' 

Reports gradual!^ sur- 
faced that Wallenberg had 
been tried in the Soviet 
Union for espionage but 
Moscow' denied all knowl- 
edge of his whereabouts 
until the release in 1957 of 
a hand- written note from a 
doctor at Moscow’s 
Lubyanka jail. 

The note, dated July 17. 
1947, said Wallenberg had 
died of a heart attack in his 
cell overnight. 

But the Swedish Raoul 
Wallenberg group and his 
family have refused to 
belief that Wallenberg, then 
34 and in excellent health, 
could have suffered a heart 
attack. 

They have disputed the 
authenticity of the Soviet 
document. 

Over the years, until the 
end of the cold war. there 
were persistent reports 
from inmates of Soviet jails 
saying they had seen the 
missing diplomat alive. If 
alive he would now be 85. 

None of the reported 
sightings could ever be 
proven. 

Other theories claimed he 
was executed. Others said 
he died in a Soviet gulag. 

Following the bireak-up 
of the Soviet Union. 
Russian authorities have 
allowed the Wallenberg 
group access to secret doc- 
uments in their attempts to 
discover his fate. 

A joint Swedish-Russian 
working group is continu- 
ing to examine relevant 
documents, partly - .frum 
Soviet archives. 

Group coordinator. Lage 
Olsson at the Swedish 
Foreign Minishy said the 
group's final report; 'will 
probably be releasedsome- 
fime in 1 998. % 

"We have dug out Jt great 
deal of information. jBirt we 
have not solved the'mys- 
ten, " Mr. OlsSOn ' told 
Reuters. 

Moscow has said search- 
es in Soviet archives since 
the end of the cold' iter 
have produced nothirJg.to 
contradict the official'''®*" 
sion that Wallenberg died 
in Lubyanka jail in 1^7:. 


Spanish Basque nationalist 
group calls for general strike 


Bri.BAO, Spain (AFP) — 
Basque independence party 
Hcrri Batasuna (HB) called 
Saturday for a general 
strike to be staged Dec. 15 
in (he Spanish Basque 
Country if its leadership is 
found guilty by a Madrid 
court. 

The Supreme Court is 
expected to announce 
Monday its verdict in the 
cose of 23 HB leaders 
accused of collaboration 
with the party's banned 
armed wing. ETA. 

HB leader Kaxmclo 
Lancia called for the strike 
at a demonstration in 


Bilbao, which attracted 
some 3.000 people. Similar 
meetings were staged with- 
out incident in the capital* 
of two other Basque 
provinces, San Sebastian 
and Vitoria. 

In Navarra, where author- 
ities had banned the demon- 
stration. some 300 people 
gathered in Pamplona but 
dispersed after hearing of 
the ban. 

Navarra does not official- 
ly belong to the Basque 
autonomous region bp* is 
considered by the sepa- 
ratists to be a Basque 
province. 




M roialb- reverse nc 

ttd«ision»hich ruled 

M thf psHoral '"“•!! 
wennu nearly 40 per 

Australia did not 
•xtmsuish native title and 
the two could coexist. 
Mr. Howard's anxious- 
nos to resolve rhe native 
ijik issue quickly is w i de- 
li seen here as part of a 
wve in "clear the decks' 
Umd of an election 
;vpecied next >ear which 
.tpnion polls indicate he 
wuld lose if it were held 
M*f. 

In his address, Mr. 
Howard expressed his 
ippon for both the Abo- 
nsiinal community and the 
liming and mining sector 
- all of whom have 
flx-sed the government's 
bsLslation and demanded 
imore radical solution. 
Describing his plan as a 
W_and appropriate bai- 
lee". Mr. Howard said 
Aborigines would be 
ampensaied for any 
t?his that were dimin- 
ished. 

The Labour opposition 
unsinally said it would 
bkk the gosemment's 
(1I,e legislation in 
™ Lpper House Senate, 
it&ne which could have 

'! ried a dee pb divisive 
tolior lo be foucht over 
of race. 

ir ior .rf- mber ° f the 

agT-ra aft 

m c Wafered down 
Urn, h , ' cnaie - "here 

^dredsor Proposed 
-I f ^ ' amendments. 
‘ k, '« 8° an 

*"uld be rerriK S SSUe 11 
'* a relevi ■ he said 
Sunday. ,on ‘ nte rview 

'raliaii rjiljf ceDIr ' sl Aus- 
^ard hi ini i ° n Mr. 

I’ /^address 
l *‘ s care- 

f>a! C for \ b K Ut the 

fajrij^-’Hg'nes 

« He L hi: : me - s - 

V r,f ln toe 

V^ 'Pani^ ai tois 
!Hv P S' Lkj "S- M Mr. 
t0ld national 

$¥»»" 

„ Anstralian 

s„ nday 
0,1 fhe 

S', ' ‘"‘■■hinJ laUve 
'"CN f or 

** e, r n 

^Nl UStra| ians 0n - 

Stt 0 a f>e? l Vers l 
^% Pre s*d c |; h ' ,r ‘* 

Sfe&'S: 

■C 11 ■?"> a e "'“ 





r 1/ 1997 


Jordan Times, Monday, December 1, 1997 


Australian Havel says Czech government I Xfllcbflll Cilll for return 


:ireai. 

aduali;. . x - 
illtfnhcV; !uJ 
i the v-.iri 

^piOnaCt hui 
cd all *:inv.|- 
whei ii . 
.sc in l u ?~ ..i 
i n- He ir«>T!' .■ 

M"-..'. 

aitfd h\. I" 
allcriPL-j 
l aiUiL-k m 

>.cdi>h Rj. u-! 

roup .(!'• J Im- 
rdu-.'J : - 

lienhcrc. li-ri- 
.eilcni htfi 1 :!*. 
tiered hr.:p 

di^puiv i itw 
the So’-i.-i 




is 

.trwhi'- 0 * 


if- . 


olution 


y SYDNEY. (AFP) — Aus- 
Itralian ■ Prime Minister 
'John Howard Sunday 
^used his first public 
'.address, to the nation to 
,:call for a speedy resolu- 
tion to the bitter row over 
^Aboriginal land rights. 

“I t hink we all agree on 
. xone thing, and that is the 
^sooner we get this debate 
;over and get the whole 
issue behind us, the better 
for all of us,” he said in 
the nationally televised 
speech. 

Native title has been one 
-.of the most vexing issues 
for Mr. Howard since he 
came to power in March 
last year and attempted to 
push through a legislative 
response to Aboriginal 
rights outlined in the High 
Court's Wik ruling. 

The bill will largely, but 
not totally, reverse the 
Wik decision which ruled 
. that the pastoral leases 
covering nearly 40 per 
cent of Australia did not 
extinguish native title and 
that the two could coexist. 

Mr. Howard’s anxious- 
ness to resolve the native 
title issue quickly is wide- 
ly seen here as pan of a 
move to “clear the decks” 
ahead of an election 
expected next year which 
opinion polls indicate he 
would lose if it were held 
now. 

In his address, Mr. 
Howard expressed his 
support for both the Abo- 
riginal community and the 
farming and mining sector 
— all of whom have 
opposed the government’s 
. legislation and demanded 
. a more radical solution. . 

Describing his plan as a 
“fair and appropriate bal- 
ance”, Mr. Howard said 
Aborigines would be 
compensated for any 
rights that were dimin- 
ished. 

The Labour opposition 
originally said it would 
block the government's 
native title legislation in 
the Upper House Senate, 
a move which could have 
forced a deeply divisive 
election to be fought over 
the issue of race. 

A senior member of the 
ruling coalition Ron 
Boswell said Sunday that 
an election over native 
7 title could still be held if 
the bill was watered down 
in the Senate, where 
Labour has now proposed 
hundreds of amendments. 

“If we had to go to an 
election on this issue it 
would be terrible,” he said 
in a television interview 
Sunday. 

Earlier, the centrist Aus- 
tralian Democrats’ native 
title spokesman John 
Woodley called on Mr. 

. Howard to use the address 
; to apologise for “scare- 
mongering” about the 
potential for Aborigines 
to claim family homes. 

“He didn’t speak in the 
: House of Representatives 
_so we wonder why at this 
stage he's panicking,” Mr. 
Woodley told national 
- radio. 

“I think Australians 
would like him to say T 
apologise for the scare 
tactics of (Deputy Prime 
Minister) Tim Fischer ... 
saying that Australian 
backyards were at risk 
from native title." 

Church leaders Sunday 
increased pressure on the 
government over native 
title by launching the first 
national prayer day for 
reconciliation between 
indigenous and non- 
indigenbus Australians. 

It was organised several 
weeks ago after church 
leaders expressed concern 
about the collapse of the 
reconciliation process. 

Mr. Howard has lashed 
churches over their vocal 
opposition to his native 
title legislation, while one 
of his ministers went as 
far as to call for a rural 
boycott of church ser- 
vices. 


should quit, Klaus clings on 


PRAGUE (R) — President 
Vaclav Havel called Satur- 
day for the beleaguered 
Czech government, tom 
apart by protests over a party 
financing scandal, to step 
down after Prime Minister 
Vaclav Klaus defied calls for 
him to quit. 

But as Mr. Klaus fought for 
his political life in a tense 
meeting with leaders of his 
Civic Democratic Party 
(ODS), a crowd of some 500 
staged a noisy demonstration 
in his support Mr. Havel said 
in a statement read on Czech 
Radio after the resignation of 
eight of the 16 cabinet minis- 
ters that the only sensible 
way forward was for the 
entire government to go. 

But Mr. Havel, who cannot 
force out the government, 
said die three partners in the 
current centre-right coalition 
should try to form a new 
administration and that he 
had invited their leaders to 
talks on the issue Sunday. 

“I believe that in the given 
situation, which I think is 
serious, the only folly sensi- 
ble resolution would be for 
the government as a whole, 
with its chairman in the lead, 
to hand in its resignation as 
soon as possible,” he said. 

However, Mr. Klaus’s sup- 
porters woe in no mood to 
let him be removed from 
office quiedy. 

“We believe in Klaus” and 
“this was a putsch" were 
among the shouts until Mr. 
Klaus emerged from the 
building to urge the crowd to 
bequieL 

“Thank you for your kind 
words. I appreciate it but it is 
starting to become counter- 
productive with the shout- 
ing,” he told the supporters. 

Earlier be said he was 
doing his utmost to resolve 
the situation in the best pos- 
sible way. 

When ODS deputy chair- 
man and Finance Minister 
Ivan Pilip appeared at an 
open ground floor window, 
one protester threw what 
appeared to be cola over him. 

Mr. Pilip, who called Fri- 
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Czech Prime Minister Vaclav Klaus speaks to the press 
shortly alter his arrival at Praque airport from Saraje- 
vo (AFP photo) 


of renegade commanders 




day for Mr. Klaus to resign 
over the scandal concerning 
donations to the party; barely 
flinched. 

“This is nor the ODS. this 
is not the Czech Republic,” 
he told reporters. 

Former Interior Minister 
Jan Ruml, who remains a 
very influential voice in the 
party, stormed out of the 
building, clearly angered by 
the noisy protests. 

“I didn’t fight against 
Communism for this." he 
said. 

However, the current gov- 
ernment is effectively dead. 

One junior partner, the 
Christian Democrats, with- 
drew from the government 
Friday and the Civic Democ- 
ratic Alliance’s (ODA) min- 
isters decided Saturday that 
they would also quit. 

Mr. Klaus, who earlier flew 
back from a visit to Sarajevo, 
told reporters he would draw 
clear conclusions from 
recent events but would nor 
resign immediately. 

He said he was not '"blind 
and deaf’ to what had hap- 
pened — moves condemned 
by his backers as a palace 
coup. 

“Of course I will draw 
clear, understandable conclu- 
sions from what is going on 
here. Under no circum- 
stances will I accept calls for 
resignations that I didn't 
know a word about, nor 
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because this or that coalition 
member wishes it," he said. 

The row' erupted over 
accusations that the ODS, 
which dominated the coali- 
tion, improperly accepted 
donations in 1995 of 13 mil- 
lion crowns (S2 17.000) 
which critics say may have 
influenced privatisation deci- 
sions. 

Mr. Klaus, the longest 
serving prime minister in 
post-Communist Europe 
after more than five years in 
power, has said he did not 
know the origin of the 
money and it did not affect 
privatisations. 

Mr. Klaus said he would 
not allow all blame for the 
affair to be shifted on to one 
person. 

The coalition, which con- 
trols 100 seats in the 200- 
member parliament, had 
been unstable since incon- 
clusive parliamentary polls 
last year and lost its reputa- 
tion for competence as it 
struggled with a severe eco- 
nomic downturn. 

Mr. Klaus was long seen as 
the champion of reform in 
the Czech Republic, regard- 
ed among the leaders of post- 
Communist transformation 
in Eastern Europe. 

But Czech markets and the 
crown currency have suf- 
fered badly from the weeks 
of political turmoil. 




ISLAMABAD (R) — 

Afghanistan’s Taleban 
authorities Sunday called 
for two opposition com- 
manders it accuses of 
killing Taleban prisoners 
to be returned to 
Afghanistan from Iran. 

The Islamic Taleban. 
which controls two-thirds 
of the country including 
the capital Kabul, accuse 
General Abdul Malik and 
his brother General Gul 
Mohammed of killing as 
many as 2,000 Taleban 
fighters after they were 
captured in fighting in and 
around the northern 
Afghan city of Mazar-i- 
Sharif, the opposition cap- 
ital, last May. 

“General Abdul Malik 
and General Gul Moham- 
mad are two killers. 
Because of this we want 
them to be returned to the 


Islamic emirate of 
Afghanistan from Iran, 
and I want the U.N. to 
play its due role in this," 
the Pakistan-based private 
news agency Afghan 
Islamic Press quoted TaJe- 
ban leader Mullah 
Mohammed Omar as say- 
ing. 

Gen. Malik and his 
brother defected to the 
Taleban briefly in May, 
and the combined force 
managed to take Mazar-i- 
Sharif from opposition 
commander General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum. 

But the alliance between 
Gen. Malik and the Tale- 
ban went sour and Gen. 
Malik’s forces turned on 
the Taleban, killing hun- 
dreds of their fighters and 
capturing thousands more. 

During the short honey- 
moon. the Taleban sent 


thousands of men into 
Mazar-i -Sharif, and it is 
these men who Mr. Omar 
said were killed. 

“They martyred thou- 
sands of Taieban who 
were sent to them under an 
agreement," Mr. Omar is 
reported to have said. 

Gen. Dostum returned in 
force to the north of 
Afghanistan in September 
and has driven Gen. Malik 
and his brother from the 
country. 

Last week Gen. Dostum 
showed the United 
Nations and reporters 
mass graves outside the 
northern Afghan town of 
Shibargan which he said 
contained the bodies of 
some of the Taleban fight- 
ers. 

Gen. Dostum also 
accused Gen. Malik of 
being behind the killings. 


Mr. Omar also said that 
the mainly Shiite Muslim 
Hezb-i-WahadaL opposi- 
tion party was involved in 
the killings. 

“Besides General Abdul 
Malik and General Gul 
Mohammed. Hezb-i- 
Wahadat was also 
involved in the massacre 
in Shibargan." he said. 

Mr. Omar also criticised 
the United Nations for not 
doing enough to stop the 
massacre, saying that they 
had been warned of what 
'was happening in the 
‘ north. 

“Several times we com- 
plained to the United 
Nations that our prisoners 
were being killed there (in 
the north) but it did not 
take any step." he said. 

He said the Taleban 
wished to prosecute and 
punish the killers. 


India’s BJP seeks to split Congress to win power 


NEW DELHI (R) — India's 
Hindu nationalists Sunday 
pinned their hopes on a split 
in the faction-ridden Con- 
gress Party to propel them 
into power. 

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party, which survived as a 
government for just 12 days 
last year, is now banking on 
luring away discontented 
Congress deputies to reach a 
simple majority in the coun- 
try's fragmented parliament; 

“We believe that a govern- 
ment led by Atal Behari Vaj- 
payee (BJP leader) is the 
only option, and for that to 
happen, the Congress has to 
split This is the bottom 
line," George Fernandes of 
the Samta Party; a BJP ally, 
told Reuters. 

President K.R. Narayanan 
invited the BJPand.its allies 
for consultations Sunday 
evening as he considered 
whether to open the way for 
fresh elections or offer a 


chance to political groups to 
try their hand at govern- 
ment-making. 

Prime Minister Inder 
Kumar GujraJ's United 
Front coalition — which 
includes free-marketeers. 
Communists, and regional 
parties — resigned from 
government Friday after its 
key ally, the Congress Party, 
cut off support. 

Congress immediately 
staked its claim to power. 
But, like the BJP, it is short 
of lawmakers for a majority 
in the Lower House of Par- 
liament. 

Neither Congress, with 
138 deputies, nor foe BJP. 
with 162, could win a vote 
of confidence without sup- 
port from other groups in 
foe 545-seat Lok Sab ha. or 
lower house of parliament. 

“the Congress is dividing 
itself, the only reason (heir 
leaders have staked a claim 
is to hold the flock togeth- 


er,” said Surjit Singh Bar- 
nala, leader of the regional 
Akali Dal, another BJP ally. 

Last month, the Congress 
split in the most populous 
Uttar Pradesh state, 
enabling a BJP government 
to win a confidence vote. 


That split has sparked hopes 
in the BJP of repeating foe 
coup at federal level. 

“It is no secret that Con- 
gress deputies are ready to 
jump ouL they see no future 
m that party," Mr. Bamala 
said. 
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Danger in going it alone 

THE CONTINUED U.S.* military build-up in 
the Gulf even after an accord was reached 
between the U.N. and Iraq allowing for effec- 
tive international inspection of suspected Iraqi 
mass destruction weapon sites suggests that 
Washington’s agenda indeed goes beyond 
implementing pertinent Security Council reso- 
lutions. After an initial welcome of Russia's 
intervention to save the day for both the U.N. 
Security Council and Iraq, the U.S. seems to be 
still determined to pursue its expanded agenda 
for Iraq, which might well include overthrow- 
ing the regime in Baghdad. There can be no 
better explanation for continuing U.S. military 
moves in the Gulf unless of course we believe in 
the need to exert maximum pressure, even 
using the threat of using force, to make Iraq do 
exactly what the Americans want it to do. The 
barrage of attack on the Russian-brokered deal 
had started early on, anyway, when Sandy 
Berger, President Bill Clinton's adviser on 
national security affairs, disassociated his 
country from any agreement that Moscow was 
able to reach with Baghdad and threatened to 
use the U.S. veto power in the Security Council 
to frustrate the deal. The U.S. secretary of 
defence, William Cohen, followed suit and 
unleashed another attack on Iraq's under- 
standing with the Russian Federation by sug- 
gesting that any such deal was not binding on 
Washington. 

The first casualty- of these attacks was obvi- 
ously the unity of the U.N. on how to deal with 
Iraq. Despite the U.S. efforts to speak on behalf 
of a united coalition of powers composed basi- 
cally of the five permanent members of the 
council, it has become increasingly clear that it 
was Washington which has become isolated 
and effectively forfeited any pretence to speak 
on behalf of the international community-. Any 
military strike by the LLS. against Iraq would 
thus have all the hallmarks of a unilateral 
action that does not enjoy the wide support of 
the permanent members of the council, much 
less the General Assembly. The U-S. clearly 
aims to be the sole power which calls the shots 
in the area and on this basis any intervention 
by Russia would be viewed as unacceptable. 

This renewed rivalry between the two coun- 
tries does not augur well for a settlement in the 
Gulf region. The U.S. is therefore called upon 
to readjust its priorities in the Middle East ar A ■■ 
above all the way it perceives issues in this p*»rt j 
of the world and elsewhere. { 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES j 

A! RaTs Abdul Rahim Malhas Sunday urged the I 
new Parliament to prioritise the issue of Jordan rcceiv- [ 
ing an annual S100 million from the U.S. via Israel. 
Jordan is> a sovereign slate and should refuse to deal 
with Washington through a third party, said Dr. Malhas. 
a former minister of health. According to the writer, j 
such a process would be a humiliation for the Kingdom. | 
It is true that Jordan, driven by its desire to reach a com- j 
prehensive settlement to the Middle East conflict, has 
participated in the Madrid conference and eventual I v 
signed the Wadi Aniba treaty, but this Joes not mean 
that it must accept humiliation, he said. Dr. Malhas said 
Jordan should reject the American condition that it can 
receive the S100 million in annual aid only after Israel’s 
consent and should make it clear that its self respect and 
dignity must be safeguarded. It is also humiliating to 
see only those products manufactured in Jordan jointly 
with the Israeli firms in the Irbid area can find their way 
to American markets, he said. Jordan should demand 
that all its products are guaranteed access to the U.S. 
without having to secure the approval of the Jewish 
state. Dr. Malhas said. 

A1 Dustour’s Oreib Rintawi addressed the Iraqi- 
U.S. crisis describing it as far from over following the 
U.S. rejection of an Iraqi offer to allow representatives 
of the five permanent members of the U.N. Security 
Council to search Saddam’s places as well as other sen- 
sitive installations in Iraq. Russia and France, which 
have earlier seemed sympathetic with Iraq’s otter, have 
now altered their stand and demanded that the Iraqis 
succumb to all U.N. demands without any condition 
and without changing the original agreement on the > 
inspection teams work, the writer said. He said that in 
view of the present situation, the U.S. is continuing to 
escalate tension by threatening a military strike on Iraq. 
The Russians who succeeded in defusing the earlier 
crisis when the U.S. inspectors were not allowed into 
Iraq, is expected once again to intervene and force the 
Iraqis to be flexible and to accept the U.N. mandate 
without any new terms, according to the writer. He said 
the Iraqis must not lose the sympathy that it succeeded 
in gaining for its position from the Arab slates and 
major world powers like Russia. France and China 
which stood Arm in the face of further U.S. military- 
strikes against it. and should display further flexibility 
and win filTTher support for its case from the world 
community. 


AMID ACCUSATIONS launched by the Pharmaceutical 
Research and Manufacturers of America fPHRMAi 
against Jordanian pharmaceutical manufacturers for 
brand piracy and increased piracy resulting in millions of 
dollars in losses to PHRMA members, the cver-brilliant 
and humane economist from MIT Lester Thurow wrote 
an article in the Harvard Business Review that is a breath 
of fresh air that sheds new light on rhe whole topic of 
intellectual property rights. The article questions whether 
a new system of intellectual property rights is needed and 
presents several reasons why discarding the old system of 
granting monopoly rights to intellectual property has 
become necessary . 

Not in defence of brand piracy, and not in attack of 
intellectual property rights, but merely in search of 
enlightenment and what is best for Jordan, herein arc 
some of the ideas of the article. 

Jordan has 12 pharmaceutical manufacturing compa- 
nies that produce a total of $140 million of drugs satisfy- 
ing one-third of the needs of the Jordanian market and 
exporting more than half of their output to the rest of ihc 
world. Most markets arc in the Middle East-North Africa 
region and go to countries where incomes are usually 
low er than those in the European Union or the U.S. Their 
drugs are usually not earth-shattering discoveries, the 
licences tin many of the medical items they produce are 
usually expired or about to expire. Of course, they spend 
very little on research and development with most of the 
research being focused on maintaining the stability of the 
drugs they formulate from components. Bui to claim that 
they are costing the members of PHRMA millions of dol- 
lars yearly is an overstatement of the problem. 

In "the U.S. the cost of producing a new drug is approx- 


imately $500 million, with most of the cost going to 
research and the researchers. To say that Jordanian man- 
ufacturers would be able to compete in this area would be 
somewhat forgetful that the whole GDP ol Jordan is 
$6.75 billion, which means that if the whole country 
diverts all its resources with man, woman and child 
starved and saving everything they earn to manufacture 
pharmaceuticals, and assuming that Jordan would have 
the necessary expertise — which it docs not presently 
have and needs lime to cultivate — it would be able to 
produce just over 13 new drugs. In addition. Jordanians 
spend on pharmaceuticals approximately 2.5 per cent of 
their income while Americans spend 0.75 per cent, almost 
one-fourth of what Jordanians spend in relative terms. 
More stringent intellectual property rights would raise 
eosLs and ultimately prices to the consumer. Immediate 
compliance with the intellectual properly rights as seen 
by PHRMA would he completely insensitive to the lact 
(hut developing is different from developed. 

Lester Thurow gave several reasons why the old sys- 
tem of intellectual property rights does not work. First, 
information has become a central requirement for main- 
taining u competitive advantage, and thus intellectual 
property has come to play a for more important role than 
it did in the past; it is the primary cause for the success or 
failure of a modern economy. Second, public knowledge 
has been declining and more and more knowledge is 
becoming private. Public sector funding lor research and 
development has been on the decline, and there is a 
growing protectionism over intellectual property in the 
West, especially since there is a significant degree ol 
monopoly in the West in the knowledge market. With the 
death of public knowledge researchers who need to know- 


have to reinvent the wheel almost at every turn, and 
progress will be made at a very slow pace and indeed at a 
verv high price regardless of the stage of development. 
Thirdly? new technologies are energising where it is hard 
u, applv the old patent systems. Electronic mail has v 
changed the face of publishing and genetic engineering 1 
brim's to focus issues such as ownership of human parts 
bv the patent holder. Both enforcement and patentability 
have become questionable, it not tougher. Fourth, with 
the global isjtion of the economy countries that are trying 
to catch up have different needs from countries trying to 
stay ahead. The U.S. system of intellectual property 
riciits cannot be grafted unto every nation s economy. 
Any such attempts would be temporary and would be dis- 
illusioned. . . . 

Clearly, a new system for intellectual property tights is 
needed: and it must take into consideration all the above. 
Jordan, like most developing countries is revising its 
intellectual property rights legislation and making it con- 
sistent with those of the World Intellectual Property 
Rights Organisation (WIPOi and the Trade-related 
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights Agreement 
(TRIPS! of the World Trade Organisation. Commitments 
in change have already been made in the EU-Jordan Free 
Trade Agreement, and they should not be implemented a 
diiv sooner. In order for change to be worthwhile, it 
needs time. Members of PHRMA who have been unable 
to raise profits in the last couple of years should not seek 
rn bully world market dialogue and trust building mea- 
sures that are based on cooperation to create goodwill and 
better, larger markets in the long run: on the other hand, 
bully tactics arc bad medicine. 


Strategies of hope 


By Edward W. Said 

CERTAINLY THE list of negatives against 
Oslo is a long one. and as we reflect on it 
during the fourth anniversary or the signing 
ceremony in Washington, the horrendous 
balance sheet makes it almost impossible to 
understand why so many .Arab and Western 
leaders keep referring to it with such enthu- 
siasm. But in the wake of Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s reign, his scorched earth poli- 
cies which have in fact delivered up a land- 
scape of singular Weakness even when 
compared with Oslo’s intended devasta- 
tions. 

Yet enough has been said about econom- 
ic. social, and political deprivations for 
Palestinians during the past four years tall 
of them attributable to the Oslo peace 
process! without sufficient attention paid to 
the human factor, surely the most impor- 
tant. For in the age of globalised capital and 
the triumph of the theoretical market 
model, most analysts tend to reproduce one 
of the ideological correlatives of this tri- 
umph which. I believe, is the conviction 
that there is no alternative to it. If you think 
that only the IMF. the World Bank and mar- 
ket economics, which favour the wealthiest 
transnationals and countries, count in the 
world today, and that more equitable distri- 
bution and social justice are sentimentalised 
aspects of socialism’s defeat, then you will 
also be condemned to think that there is no 
alternative but to compete in the market. 
Individual vv iii and energy recede in impor- 
tance. while the -heer power of market eco- 
nomics seems to dominate every individual 
everywhere. 

So it has been w ith Oslo, which has been 
a triumph for the powerful, in which Israel 
and the L'nired States have cominced 
Palestinians jnd others that vs bat has rjken 
place since i '***$ is not only the best, but the 
single remaining solution to our extremely 
grave problems. So the attitude today is “let 
us get Oslo Kick on track, since anything 
else is unthinkable.” 

At such a juncture it becomes evident that 
Oslo’, greatest expense for the Palestinians 
has been the loss of faith in what I called 
above the human factor. Wc need to remind 
ourselves that political struggles are always 
contests of will, in which one side attempts 
to persuade rhe other side to give up. to lose 
the will to resist and fight on. This is not a 
military but a political and moral matter 1 
therefore think :hJt the task for Palestinian 
intellectuals today is the reactivation of the 
will and. just as important, to revive belief 
m the possibility that vv liat human beings do 
can make a difference. The tragedy of sui- 
cide missions is that they stem from hope- 
lessness: they cannot be parr ot a pro- 
gramme for national revival since what they 
promote is negation for its own sake. The 
problem with the present impasse is not that 
U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
ami the U.S. are unwilling to pressure Israel 
enough but the leadership is cjueht up 
mainly in the effort to survive, not in the 
effort to mobilise as many Palestinians as 
possible io resist what Israel, in its arro- 
gance and blind heedlessness. is trying to 
do to us a.s a people. This attempt at sur- 
vival js understandable but insufficient as 
the core Palestinian strategy since the good 
of the many, the good of the nation, is of far 
more significance than the well-being ol a 
few. So what Then are the imperatives? 

Some of them are obvious and scarcely 
need insistence here. Suinud is crucial, as i> 
the building of civil institutions by and for 
Palestinians, quite independently of what 
the Palestinian Authority may or may no: 
have in mind. For wc hjvc a tendency to 
think only in literal terms, not sufficiently 
in symbolic or moral ones. The greatest vic- 
tory’ of Zionism has been a sustained one 
for a whole century: to persuade Jews and 
otiici - that “a return” to an empty land is the 
prep 3 . indeed the only solution for the 
uffl - \n is of genocide and anti-Semitism. 
Wj.. • -!.»s been totally lost in this project of 
course ,, the exorbitant price paid hy 


Palestinians who. us invisible, silent, or 
nminlv irrational and violent “lesser” 
beings have all along been considered sac- 
rificeablc to the grand Zionist fulfillment. 
After spending many years living, studying 
and being active in the struggle for 
Palestinian rights I am more convinced than 
ever that wc have totally neglected the 
effort — the human effort — required to 
demonstrate to the world the immorality of 
what was done to us: this, I now think, is 
the essential task facing us as a people now. 

Unless we mobilise ourselves and our 
friends and. above all, our voices so that the 
Zionist project can systematically be shown 
for vvhat it is and was. we can never expect 
any chance in our status as an inferior and 
dominated people. Even as Arafat and his 
men try to unsuccessfully deal with Israel's 
actions they seem to have forgotten that no 
voice f voices) speaks for the suffering of 
the Palestinians, no effort is made to record 
systematically the wrong we suffer, no 
energy is expended on trying to organise 
our various expatriate communities so that 
they can undertake the task of dramatising 
and finally defeating the legitimacy of the 
plan to take the whole of Palestine, every 
significant inch of our land, every aspect of 
our past as a people, every possibility of 
self-determination in the future. For at bot- 
tom our struggle w ith Zionism must be won 
first on the moral level, and then can be 
fought in negotiations from a position of 
moral strength, given that militarily and 
economically we will always be weaker 
than Israel and its supporters. 

The importance of this was first borne out 
for me when I visited South Africa in May 
1991. Nelson Mandela had already been 
released, exile leaders of the ANC had been 
repatriated, and the stage was set lor the 
huge political transformation (hat was lo 
ensue with democratic elections four years 
later and the victory of the "one person, 
one vote” programme of the ANC. When I 
was there 1 visited the ANC’s headquarters 
in downtown Johannesburg; a lew scant 
weeks before the organisation was consul, 
cred terrorist, and no legitimacy at all 
attached to it. I was stunned by the com- 
plete reversal. Speaking to Walter Sisulu. 
who had been exiled for almost 30 years 
and was second only iu Mandela in author- 
ity and prestige. I asked him how the trans- 
formation had been possible. What exactly 
did the ANC do lo turn defeat into victory .' 
"You must remember.” he said, “that during 
the eighties we were beaten in South Africa: 
the organization was wrecked by the police, 
our bases in neighbouring countries were 
routinely attacked by the South African 
army, our leaders were in jail or in exile or 
killed. We [hen realised that our only hope 
was to concentrate on the international area, 
and there to dclcgifirnisc apartheid. We 
organised in every major Western city; wc 
initiated committees, we prodded the 
media, wc held meetings and demonstra- 
tions. not once or twice but thousands of 
times. We organized university campuses, 
and churches, and labour unions, and bttvi- 
ncss people, and professional groups.’’ He 
paused for a moment and then saul some- 
thing that I shall never forget as long as I 
live. “Every victory that we registered in 
London, Glasgow, or Iowa City, or 
Toulouse, or Berlin, or Stockholm gave the 
people at home a sense of hope, and 
renewed their determination not to give up 
the struggle. | n time wc morally isolated the 
South African regime and its policy of 
apartheid so that even though militarily wc 
could not do much to hurt them, in the end 
they came to us, asking for negotiations. We 
never changed or retreated from our basic 
programme, our central demand, one per- 
son. one vote." 

Let me add one fixitnote lo this. On the 
basis of my South African experience I 
organised a seminar in London for every 
leading Palestinian activist- intellectual that 
J knew, including a few who have since 
become ministers in Arafat's government. I 
invited the ANC ambassador m England. 


whom I had met in Mandela's office and 
was on the same plane with me out of 
Johannesburg, to address one of our ses- 
sions. and he gladly accepted. The idea was 
to impress on everyone, a mere matter of 
weeks before Madrid, that we should all 
tirelessly focus on the same facts about 
what had happened to us as a people, and 
should not get deflected in discussions 
about policy and grand negotiating tactics 
with the Israelis and the U.S. and so lose 
sight of the political- moral goal of isolating 
the Israeli occupation and delegitimixing it 
all over, as the result of a carefully organ- 
ised mass movement in Europe. North 
America, the Arab World, and elsewhere. 
There was sonic resistance to listening to 
the ANC representative talk about his expe- 
riences: “South Africa is a different case." 
said a distinguished young Palestinian 
political scientist who thought we should he 
addressing Oxford or Harvard experts 
behind close doors, not wasting our time 
trying to create a grass roots movement of 
support for Palestinian human rights. I 
remember saying that we should always 
make it a point lo be as concrete as possible 

— to talk about daily life under Israeli 
occupation, to talk about the humiliation ol 
check points, of how our houses were 
blown up. and how our trees were uprooted 

— and noi to talk to audiences as if we were 
negotiating theoretical issues. All in all I 
and my civorganisers of the seminar fell 
ihal wc had made some progress. But the 
moment Madrid gave us the opponunily to 
appear in public wc all started to speak like 
James Baker, forgetting that our stums hud 
more weight as representatives nf .i mural 
cause than as members of ,i diplomatic del- 
egation. And of course the goal changed, so 
much mi (hat m the (Kin negotiations and iu 
the period alter them we forgot not just our 
values hut our own history. 

I am convinced that we have no rcciuir-c 
imw but lo return to ihc discnur.se of the 
oppressed and use what Netanyahu is now 
doing to us as an iniiiuiivc to pul his poli- 
cies in direct contact with the history of 
Zionist policies towards the Palestinians. 
Alter all he sjvaks from a straight hue ol 
descent from what every ntaior Zionist The- 
oretician has declared: that Jews have a 
superior light lo ['.destine despite ihe pres- 
ence and existence of Palestinians. We must 
not only contest what is now being dune to 
us. but also take our moral presence direct- 
ly into the Israeli jikI Western, and even 
Arab, consciousness. Zionism’s original sin 
was to have dispossessed ns. and what the 
Likud now docs is what Labour had done 
before it. to continue the original disposses- 
sion under the guise of "peace” ami “secu- 
my." But ihi.s confrontation cannot he 
undertaken by individuals acting alone: ii 
must be a job of organising and then imple- 
menting such a plan hy the worldwide com- 
munity o| Palestinians. Arafat and his 
coterie have never understood this. They 
have always supposed that if they could get 
to i he president or secretary of state, even of 
various prominent Jewish leaders in rhe 
United States, these influential people 
could he persuaded to do “something” for 
the Palestinians. I have always refused the 
premise that what wc demand ;ls a people 
ought to he conceded to us charitably, nr in 
bits and pieces as a reward for our good 
behaviour. This is to diminish ourselves and 
vvhat wc stand for. since our position as a 
dispossessed people is morally unassail- 
able. So it is therefore evident that each 
Palestinian community must organise itself 
so as tn intervene in the public discussion 
now taking place on a worldwide scale 
about the conflict between us and those 
Israelis who support Netanyahu. But even 
that supposed majority of Israelis who say 
m polls that they are for pence have lo be 
recalled to our reality, which is that nf a 
people whose land was taken so that Israel 
could bp built. 

I am not at all saying that we should 
advocate the destruction of Israel, nor the 
dispossession of Israelis. Our movement 


gains its moral stature by its humane 
dimensions, its sincere willingness for 
coexistence, its firm belief in respecting the 
rights of others. What 1 am talking about is 
a new peace initiative designed over a long 
period of time to bring parity between us 
and the Israelis, who so far overpower us 
now as to make the moral dimension our 
only field of struggle. We must show Israel 
and iLs supporters dial only a full acknowl- 
edgement by them of what was done to us 
can bring peace and reconciliation. To do 
this, therefore, we must have a policy of 
concrete detail, not one of broad abstract 
statements that are not fully engaged in the 
struggle for opinion. It would be 'good, for 
example, to remind readers of journalistic 
articles that various sites in Israel were once 
Arab from which their original inhabitants 
were expelled. Thus in a recent profile of 
Anatol Scharun.sky by David Remnick in 
The New Yorker magazine. Remnick men- 
tions casually that the Soviet activist now 
resides in Qatamon. “an old quarter in West 
Jerusalem.” without saying to his readers 
that it was an Arab quarter emptied of its 
inhabitants hy force in the early months of 
194S. Similarly when Albright cites her 
appreciation of “Palestinian suffering” we 
should be challenging her to do the arith- 
metic in public: how many Palestinians 
need to suffer and for how long and in what 
way for Israeli security anxieties to be 
allayed? Or yet again. in a recent issue of 
the New York Times Sunday magazine 
which contained j profile of Jibril Rajoub 
by Jonathan Goldberg, who admits to have 
served in the Israeli army, we should be 
publicly challenging ihe appropriateness of 
an c\ -Israeli soldier lo write fairly of a 
Palestinian activist. The examples can be 
multiplied infinitely, but all of them rest on 
one assumption: ihai. as a people, we carry 
a full scale moral argument that has never 
Iven lullv heard or taken into account. 
What we ask for is acknowledgement, not 
destruction, equality, not subordination. I 
think also that we must always be very dear 
in our understanding of Jewish suffering 
and in making it apparent that what binds us 
together is a common history of persecu- 
tion. which must be shown not be the exclu- 
sive possession nj the Jewish people. 

Only by raising nur voices in concert and 
registering moral victories can we then fur- 
ther encourage and empower our compatri- 
ots m Palestine or in the various refugee 
camps m the Arab World. Wc should be 
v oices ot courage and honesty both of them 
credibly connected to an ongoing effort to 
gain sell -ilctemiiri.it ion for the Palestinian 
people. 1 know that sceptics will say that 
wijrds are not as effective us deeds, and that 
■ mly the experience of lacing Israeli senior 
on the land is what counts. But that. I think, 
is ’’-idly to miss the inoral dimension that 
must he expounded on wherever there arc 
people to listen and unjust power to engage 
them directly. The greatest victories of 
Zionism were not simply that they had bet- 
ter armies than we did. hut that they had 
organised opinion to accept and even sup- 
port the idea that settling Palestine with 
incoming Jew* was a moral Iv positive idea. 

vxc must now- undertake the same labori- 
ous task, first ot dcicgitimisini: Israeli mil* 
itary and colonial | ml icy in Gaza and the 
West Bank, then of giving our qucS t for 
scl -determination the authority- it *i!l 
lacks. We should be prepared t„ ask acade- 
mics and professionals to bovemt visits » 
Israel unless they; make an cl fon to visit and 
support Palestinian universities and fasti- 
tulex: wc should also be mounting a cam- 
paign in ensure that tourists to Israel who 
thmk of it only as an “interesting place” 
should begin to sec it as a land where two 
peoples must live together peacefully and 
equally hut now do not. I n other words, 
what we now have before us is a commit- 
ment that lar exceeds anything that Oslo 
cither tore saw or promised, and If we do not 
take up the challenge 1 fc;ir that we will be 
the very compromised and much impover- 
ished permanent losers. 
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Foreign Office minister says Britain can play major role in Middle East 
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Following are excerpis front a speech presented by British Foreign 
Office Minister of Stale Derek Fate he it. to the Washington Institute 
for Near East Policy on Wednesday. Nov. 26. 1997 

BRITISH POLICY towards the Middle East has become a subject of 
fresh interest following the election of the new government in the 
United Kingdom. Newness in itself is inevitably a cause of interest. 
But there are other reasons why suddenly Britain’s policy pro- 
nouncements about the Middle East have assumed a greater rele- 
vance. Til particular two reasons immediately spring to mind: First- 
Iy, Britain's Presidency of the European Union from January next 
.f year, and secondly, the growing strength of die relationship between 

■ the Administration here in Washington and that in the United King- 
dom, as we have seen so vividly during recent events in the Middle 

f\ East. Indeed. the past few weeks have shown the clear benefit of 
cooperation between our two countries to uphold international prin- 
triples that we both share. These two reasons, our EU presidency and 
our relationship with the U.S.. reinforce one another. We shall use 
. * both to die full. 

T I make do apologies for concentrating on the Middle East peace 
process. Almost all roads in the Middle East seem to lead back to the 
Arab/Tsraeli question. During the recent crisis with Iraq I have heard 
suggestions that Arab attitudes on matters of deep importance to the 
Z. West — avoiding proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, con- 
taining threats to Middle East stability, countering terrorism — have 
been affected by the stagnation of the peace process. These sugges- 
tions are too important to be ignored. 

Middle East Peace Process 

T vividly recall less than two years ago being an observer in the 
- very first elections for the Palestinian National Authority. It was a 
day of genuine excitement and hope: there was a feeling in the air 
that a new Middle East was about to be bom. Those hopes sadly are 
. . no longer so vivid. Bui the simple fact is that politicians, diplomats 
and all interested parties must not allow the Middle East to slip back 
into a condition of no-hope and alienation. As politicians we have to 
look forward to the substantial prizes which could be achieved as a 
£ result of a lasting Middle East peace. 

You do not need to be an economist to understand that the Middie 
East, an area rich in natural resources and with a highly skilled 
7 entrepreneurial population has failed to perform anywhere near its 
-4 foil potential. Look at the performance over the last decade of 
v regions such as Southeast Asia and you then see the under perfor- 
mance of the Middle East. This relative economic failure caused by 
the lack of political will and vision means that literally thousands of 
jjeople are condemned to poverty in an area in which resources and 
skills abound. The social problems which are created feed the polit- 
-." ical extremism and terrorism which make a political settlement that 

■ much more difficult; the spiral will continue to move downwards 
unless politicians of all persuasions can show a vision and slares- 

y. manship to lift the hopes and expectations of their people. 

->■ ’• Perhaps I could look for inspiration not from a politician but from 
If -the mother of a teenage Israeli eirl killed in the July bombing in 

- Jerusalem. The mother Nurit Peled-Elchanan. said: “When you put 
people under a border closure, when you humiliate, starve and sup- 

.. press them, when you raze their villages and demolish houses, when 
they grow up in garbage and in holding-pens, that’s what happes." 
’ Such willingness to forgive at a time when human nature virtually 
' invites hatred is both moving and inspiring: an indication that if the 
politicians can get it right, ordinary people will not find it too diffi- 
■ culttqlive together. 

.The bereaved mother’s words which 1 have just quoted graphicaJ- 
Jy sura up the nub of the Middle East problem. In the shortterm, 

- Israel’s security demands firm action against terrorism, but long 
" term security requires a lasting peace that delivers prosperity and 

justice to the Palestinians. 


Britain’s Role 

So what can we do? How can outsiders help? The UK government 
firmly believes that there is no alternative to making the original 
Oslo deal stick. The logic of Oslo holds: You have to create bust by 
interim steps, and then you have to move on to the most difficult 
issues. You have 10 refrain from unilateral actions rhat destroy trust. 

Equally, you have to create a favourable regional environment, 
moving forward on all tracks simultaneously and thus facilitating 
normalisation berween Arabs and Israelis generally. 

Oslo, backed by the Madrid framework, was working, albeit in fits 
and starts. It will not work, however while either party is uying to 
rewrite the deal. Nobody would seek to deny that the deal was 
already a compromise with gains and losses on both sides: If you 
pick out the pieces you do not like in the name of whatever excuse 
oneason. the whole deal then begins to come apart Then the broad- 
er risks are obvious. Moderate leaders like King Hussein of Ionian 
are undermined whilst extremist voices become more prevalent on 
the streets of Arab capitals. 

Britain counts itself as a friend of both the Israelis and the Pales- 
tinians. The real tesi of friendship is to tell your friends when you 
think they are on the wrong track. .And at the moment our message 
to our friends is clear. We are saying to the Israelis: implement the 
interim agreement; redeploy in line with the Hebron Agreement: 
freeze settlements and stop trying to squeeze the Palestinians out of 
Jerusalem; then move on to the final status negotiations — don’t 
free-wheel into an impasse. 

At the same time we are saying to the Palestinians, while we 
believe that you are making an effort on security, you need to try 
even harder — there is after all a Palestinian interest in Israeli secu- 
rity. 

The European Union has proposed a Permanent Security Commit- 
tee and U.S. and EU participation to monitor compliance. It must be 
in the Israelis’ interest that outsiders can bear witness to the alleged 
shortcomings and take them up with the Palestinians. And it must be 
in the Palestinians’ interest for outsiders to bear witness to the efforts 
which they are making: a structure along these lines could make a 
contribution to Israeli/Palestinian security. 

Since taking office in May the new British government has con- 
stantly been asked whether as a country with long standing interests 
in the Middle East and with the EU presidency starting in January 
next year, the United Kingdom plans to take some major Middle 
East initiative. A flattering question, perhaps. We fully realise how- 
ever that the interest in our intentions reflects partly frustration with 
progress in the peace process and partly a desire to introduce some 
form of competitive bidding between the roles played by the United 
States and Europe. 

We have therefore responded with caution to all the seductive sug- 
gestions that the U.K. can make unilaterally a grand event-changing 
gesture. We are wise enough to know that any such gesture would 
most likely be counter-productive. The siren voices have neverthe- 
less made us think even more deeply about our role and that of the 
European Union in the Middle East peace process. 

We have most certainly concluded that one of our priority tasks for 
the EU presidency will be to establish a closer working partnership 
with the United States administration. The role must dearly be com- 
plementary not competitive. For us. gening the process right with 
the United States is important. It also helps that views are already 
very dose and all the Europeans agree that the .American efforts 
must be folly supported. But it w ill be crucial for those efforts to be 
sustained, as they are being now. if we are to avoid regression and 
failure. 

Europe can bring a lot to the peace process. Not only finance, 
though that is important. The EU already provides 69 per cent of the 
international donor efforts to the Palestinians and takes around a 
third of Israeli exports. In addition to money the EU is providing 
.expertise and equipment to the Palestinians to help the counter-ter- 
rorism effort. We are therefore already active players, crusted on all 


sides, with a contribution to make. 

In addition, in a short time the ELI special envoy. Ambassador 
Miguel Mora linos, has succeeded in winning the trust of both the 
Israelis and Palestinians. He has also worked closely and success- 
fully with Dennis Ross (U.S. special envoy to the Middle East). The 
role of the EU's special envoy can and should be strengthened: 
building upon the established confidence and playing a vital role in 
complementing on a day-to-day basis United Stales' activity. 

Britain, and the EU, seek to be effective partners in the peace 
process. We can be friends to both the Israelis and the Palestinians: 
we can also use constructively our warm and close relations with the 
U.S. administration. We are not simply seeking a role out of pride, 
or out of jealousy at the United States’ role. On the contrary, we 
believe that our constructive engagement will assist the peace 
process. 

Syrian and Lebanese tracks 

I should also say a word about the Syrian and Lebanese tracks. It 
will be a gross error to allow these to stagnate. Just look at the cur- 
rent cosi of stagnation: the continuing loss of Israeli life in southern 
Lebanon: the depredations suffered by the local Lebanese popula- 
tion; and the growing risk of frustrated Syria collaborating with Iraq 
and even Iran. Nobody can be complacent about these risks, espe- 
cially if they are indirectly providing the opening for Iran. Secular 
Syria cooperates with Islamist Iran as a means of strengthening its 
bargaining position. Iran in consequence is making inroads into 
Lebanon through Hizboliah. Without Israel's occupation of southern 
Lebanon. Hizboliah would lose its main raison d'etre, and Iran its 
proxy. Surely the moral here is to work urgently on the Syrian track 
along the lines on which the pervious Israeli government was work- 
ing and was making progress. Putting the Syrian track on hord is a 
dangerous risk. 


Iran 


I have just referred to Iran: a country w’hich has occupied a great 
deal of policy-makers' time on both sides of the Atlantic. We and our 
European Union partners share much of the United States' analysis 
of the challenges posed by Iran. We are all watching with interest for 
changes in Iranian policy offer the election of President Khatami 
especially as Iran is an important regional player, and a society 
which is developing. However, we remain concerned about Iran's 
continued support for terrorism, and for groups opposed through 
violence to the Middle East peace process; about her efforts to 
acquire weapons of mass destruction: about her appalling human 
rights record and discrimination against religious minorities. The 
European Unions' tough response to the Mykonos verdict in April 
sent a strong signal to Tehran that the EU will not tolerate Iran’s 
sponsorship of terrorism. I am glad EU heads of mission are now 
back where they belong, in Tehran, to keep a close eye on Iranian 
behaviour on all these fronts. 

And in Britain we have a particularly strong grievance with Iran. 
We find it totally unacceptable that in the case of the British author 
Salman Rushdie. Iran has declared a death sentence against one of 
our citizens. No country claiming 10 be part of the international 
community can wage its own private war against the citizens of 
another country. 

We also cooperate actively with the U.S. to try to modify Iranian 
behaviour. For example, Tony Blair and other European leaders 
have, like President Clinton, raised their concern directly with Pres- 
ident Yeltsin about Russian technical assistance to Iran's ballistic 
missile programme. 

. We and our EU partners believe it is better not to isolate Iran total- 
ly. using our contacts to make clear to Iran that she cannot hope to 
have a normal relationship with the West until she ceases to have 
unacceptable policies. On this note l must take advantage of my 
presence in Washington to highlight what an impediment the 
Iran/Libya Sanctions Act is to closer political cooperation between 


the EU and the U.S. The U.K. and its EU partners are opposed in 
principle to extra-territorial legislation of this kind. 

Sanctions against an EU company for making what arc in my \ k-v. 
legitimate investments in Iran’s hydrocarbon sector u-ill lead r«> .< 
Transatlantic row which will benefit nobody bui the hawks in Iran. 
I know that this was not the aim of the authors of this legislation. We 
need to work together to prevent this scenario. After all. there is n:« 
space between us in our shared objective ur curbing unacceptable 
behaviour by ban. 

Iraq 

When we have worked closely together, as recently on Iraq, uc 
have been able to sustain our values, and 10 support international 
law. There was no doubt in the mind of the U.K. government ol the 
threat posed by Saddam Hussein. This is why no option was ruled 
out in pursuit of our objective on the return of the UNSCOM offi- 
cials. 

This will not be the last Iraqi challenge to the U.N. Saddam Hus- 
sein'S strategy is clearly to escape from sanctions while keeping hi • 
weapons of mass destruction intact. As both our government-, made 
dear throughout the latest crisis, the lifting of sanctions can mil} 
begin when UNSCOM has reported full compliance with die 
demands of Security Council resolution 9$7. Judging from Sad- 
dam's track record, that is unlikely while he remains in power. Bui 
we are right not 10 rule it ouu and to hold out the prospect that once 
the government of Iraq has complied with the Security Council - ' 
demands, sanctions can be lifted. Meanw hile, the Iraqi people con- 
tinue to suffer. Our quarrel is not with them. Our governments weiv 
clearly right, having sponsored the original Security Council resolu- 
tions on “oil- for- food" to put some stress recently on the need t< ■ 
make these arrangements work as efficiently as possible and to luol. 
at the case for expansion if. for example, the U.N. secretary general 
were to recommend a wider range of humanitarian goods to meet 
Iraqi needs. 

Of course it is for the Iraqi people to decide how their country 
should be governed. One day. 1 hope. Iraq will be ruled by a g» >v - 
emmem which respects human rights and humanitarian law. imple- 
ments all its international obligations and pursues policies in the 
interests of all the peoples of Iraq, whatever their ethnic origin m 
religion. Such an Iraq could take its rightful place in the family ot 
nations as a respected member. The process of reconstruction and 
renewal could begin in earnest. The international community would 
stand ready to help. Everyone can see the huge potential which Iraq 
could realise. Such an Iraq would 1 also bring peace, stability and 
security to the region after so many years when ii has bullied .iru. 
frightened neighbouring states. 

Meanwhile, there will continue to be voices arguing, as the) did in 
the recent crisis, that we should negotiate with Saddam Hussein. The 
response to that approach is clear. United Nations Security Cuuncil 
resolutions are not negotiable. On this the U.N. Security Council i- 
unanimous. Saddam Hussein's recent defiance has simply rein force J 
the solidarity of the U.N. in its determination to see his weapons .»i 
mass destruction destroyed. We have learnt the vital lesson ol ii.c 
20th century: when we appease in the short term we pay an even 
greater price in the longer term. 

I have no doubt that progress in solving the Arab- Israeli dispute 
would unlock a great potential in the region: a potential for wider 
and broader peace and reconciliation: a potential for economic 
growth, long held back by the diversions of conflict: and thus a 
potential for the Middle East to bridge Europe and Asia more fully. 
I know that the United Sates will use its skills and influence 
ensure that the benefits of peace are clear and achievable.' We 11 ; 
Britain look forward to playing our part in that proce.-s. Particular!; 
during our EU presidency in the first half of 199$. Working togeth- 
er, we could achieve a lasting and just peace to the Middle B.i-t 
which would clearly herald a new dawn for the 2 1st century . 
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Sometimes you have to take a closer look 

to get the bigger picture. 
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John Major says Gulf must 
shape up to attract funds 

GCC states draft law 
to attract investment 


Asian market crisis a ‘blessing 


in disguise’ — IMF’s Camdessus 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf states have 
drafted a joint law to attract 
foreign capital to diversify 
their economies and reduce 
reliance on unpredictable 
oil export earnings, an offi- 
cial report has said. 

The draft law, drawn up 
by the six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCC), includes new 
incentives and easing curbs 
on foreign investors, 
according to the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) daily 
A I Bayan. 

The newspaper published 
the text of the draft law for 
encouraging investment, 
which will be presented for 
approval by the GCC heads 
of state when they hold 
their annual summit in 
Kuwait on Dec. 20. 

The law calls for the cre- 
ation of a foreign invest- 
ment committee in each 
member to attract capital 
and coordinate investment 
policies. 

“Every committee is 
authorised to exempt for- 
eign investors from the 
national partnership terms 
included in existing laws." 
it said. 

Foreign investors in the 
GCC are currently not per- 
mitted to own more than 49 
per cent of any project, a 
rule that has been blamed 
for the relatively low 
investment by Japan and 
other industrial countries. 

The United States and the 
European Union have 
repeatedly urged the GCC 
to lift restrictions to encour- 
age foreign capital. 

GCC states — Saudi Ara- 
bia. Kuwait, Qatar, 
Bahrain. Oman and the 
UAE— need industrial 
technology to ease depen- 
dence on' oil. which pro- 
vides more than two thirds 
of their income. They have 


pumped nearly $60 billion 
into the manufacturing sec- 
tor but most of the products 
are light 

The new law allows free 
profit and capital transfer 
for foreign investors and 
exempt them from customs 
tariffs on several imported 
products as well as from 
income taxes for five years, 
which could be extended. 

The committees will also 
identify investment oppor- 
tunities and cut red-tape to 
facilitate movement of cap- 
ital to the 16-year-old polit- 
ical. defence and economic 
alliance. 

Meanwhile, former 
British prime minister John 
Major Sunday gave Arab 
Gulf states a checklist of 
things they must do to 
attract the foreign capital 
they badly need to diversify 
their oil-led economies. 

“Job creation and inward 
investment are essential. 
Oil and natural resources 
are insufficient in them- 
selves," he told a confer- 
ence in Oman, adding the 
stalled Middle East peace 
process made the six Arab 
Gulf slates' task all the 
harder. 

Mr. Major said among 
things investors were look- 
ing for in the region were 
stable government, compe- 
tent bureaucracy, devel- 
oped infrastructure, skilled 
workforce. competitive 
taxes, free capital flows, 
clear company law and 
sound legal enforcement. 

Saudi Arabia. Kuwait. 
Oman, Bahrain, Qatar And 
the United Arab Emirates 
are trying to lure foreign 
and private investment to 
develop their economies 
away from oil. but econo- 
mists say red tape, lengrhly 
decision-making proce- 
dures and poor legal 
enforcement in some Gulf 


states are keeping investors 
at bay. 

A fast-growing and often 
unskilled population reliant 
on foreign labour is another 
deterrent to foreign cash, 
they say. 

Calling the stalemate in 
the Middle East peace 
process “thoroughly 

unhelpful," Mr. Major 
urged Arab Gulf states to 
throw their weight behind 
an Arab-Israeli settlement. 

He said although the Gulf 
had a higher world profile 
than some developing 
states thanks to foreign 
involvement in the region’s 
oil industry, it faced new 
competition for funds. 

In particular. Mr. Major 
saw Brazil. Indonesia. 
China. India and Russia 
increasingly becoming 

more attractive homes for 
international capital. 

“These five countries are 
going to change our world 
between now and 2020," he 
said. 

“At the moment they 
form one half of the labour 
force, but less than one- 
tenth of total production. 
By 2020 these countries are 
going to double their share 
of production and account 
for one-and-a-half times the 
European Union's share of 
world trade (compared to 
one third now)," he said. 

Mr. Major urged the Gulf, 
where most currencies are 
pegged to the dollar and 
which counts Europe as its 
biggest trading partner, to 
prepare for the single Euro- 
pean currency in 1999. 

“I have no doubt that it 
will go ahead on time, but I 
have very real doubts about 
whether it should go 
ahead," he said, adding that 
it was “too risky" for ster- 
ling to join the single Euro 
currency at this stage. 


BARCELONA (AFP) — 
The economic crisis cur- 
rently playing havoc with 
Asian markets will one day 
be seen as a “blessing in 
disguise" if the right mea- 
sures are taken. Internation- 
al Monetary Fund (IMF) 
Director Michel Camdessus 
has said. 

If they implement IMF 
recovery programmes to 
the letter, he told a confer- 
ence here, the affected 
Asian- countries “will 
emerge stronger" from the 
crisis, whose effeers he said 


would be “limited for the 
world economy." 

In the wake of the crisis, a 
“more secure compctilive- 
ness" will emerge, said Mr. 
Camdessus. 

"If the necessary macro- 
economic reforms had been 
applied sooner, they would 
not have had this problem.” 
he said. 

"Currency parity in 
Southeast Asian countries 
is below what is reason- 
able." he said, "and we arc 
now facing market free-fall 
caused by a sudden Joss of 


confidence, to which the 
aggregate effect of the mar- 
kets has excessively con- 
tributed.” 

Mr. Camdessus said once 
an accord was reached with 
the IMF, the affected coun- 
tries “will tighten their belts 
and make a greater effort at 
recovery, confidence will 
return and exchange rates 
will stabilise.” 

“This excess in exchange 
competitiveness should not 
last Jong," he said. 


G-8 agree on reforms, poised 
to review social security 


KOBE, Japan (AFP) — The 
Group of Eight iG-8) industri- 
alised nations have agreed at a 
jobs conference to promote 
reforms, while saying it was 
also down to workers to 
upgrade their skills to improve 
their employability. 

The conference also identi- 
fied the need to review social 
security systems u> make them 
more “employment-friendly." 

‘'Macroeconomic policies 
must be supported by structural 
reforms as well as active labour 
market policies to translate 
growth into jobs." the chairs of 
the two-day Kobe jobs confer- 
ence said in a written conclu- 
sion. 

“We reaffirmed rur commit- 
ment to observe internationally 
recognised core labour stan- 
dards and looked forward to the 
outcome of work on this cur- 
rently underway at the Interna- 
tional Labour 

Organisation ."the chair's state- 
ment said. 

“We stressed the importance 
of further promoting a dialogue 
between government, labour 
and management," the state- 
ment added. 

For the first tune trade unions 
representatives joined the con- 
ference, cochaircd by Japanese 
Labour Minister Bunmei Ibuki 
and International Trade and 
Industry Minister Milsuo Hon- 


uchi. 

The Kobe gathering followed 
ones in Detroit in 1994 and 
LiHe in France m 1996. 

Russia took part for the first 
time alongside Britain, Canada, 
France. Germany. Italy, and the 
United States. 

The G-8 participants also 
called for efforts on the part of 
workers. 

Individuals should "take up 
new challenges and to voluntar- 
ily enhance and upgrade skills 
in order to create an adaptable 
workforce." it said. 

It urged them to improve 
"employability through inten- 
sive training and educational 
programmes which allow 
workers to acquire the skills 
indispensable to perform in 
newly emerging sectors.” 

The statement also pointed to 
the need to review serial secu- 
rity systems to “utilise private- 
sector vitality and to examine 
die best combination of private 
and public sector initiatives." 

‘To ensure the compatibility 
between an ageing society and 
the maintenance or economic 
vitality, we recognised the 
importance of adapting some 
social security systems in order 
to make them more employ- 
ment friendly, more moderate 
the public burden " it said. 

“This will set up a sustainable 
social security system and con- 


tribute to a strong economic 
base necessary for the mainte- 
nance and the creation of 
employment" it said. 

Japan's Horiuchi told a joint 
news conference winding up 
the meeting: “The nations 
agreed to curb increasing pub- 
lic (welfare) expenses and 
maintain economic vitality by 
reforming social security sys- 
tems and promoting employ- 
ment of elder people." 

The G-8 also came up with 
six ideas of follow-up activi- 
ties. 

The projects, to be operated 
through voluntary efforts 
among interested members and 
also opfcn for participation by 
other countries, included the 
establishment of a "Global 
Venture Forum." 

It aims to hold a global busi- 
ness convention where cntcr- 
preneure or heads of venture 
enterprises with innovative 
technologies or products are 
given chances to present their 
business plans and meet 
prospective partners. 

The convention will be annu- 
ally held in Osaka, the western 
industrial hub of Japan, the 
chair's conclusive statement 
said in tin annex. 

The G-8 will hold another 
conference in London in Febru- 
ary on growth, employability 
and inclusion, ahead of a sum- 


Canada economy gains momentum, but labour reform lags behind — OECD 


P.AR1S (AFP) — The Canadian economy has gained considerable 
momentum in the past year, but labour reform has lagged behind 
other changes and a rise in interest rates may be needed to keep 
inflation in check, the Organisation of Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) has said. 

“The Canadian economy has expanded again at a robust pace 
since mid- 1996." with growth expected at “just under 3.5 per cent 
through 1998" and favourable prospects for sustained non-infla- 
lionary growth, the OECD said in its annual survey of Canada. 

It forecast gross domestic product (GDP) growth of 3.6 per cent 
for 1997 and 3.4 per cent for 1998, up from 1 5 per cent in 1996. 
with external demand continuing to underpin economic activity. 

These forecasts arc higher than those given for Canada in the 


OECD's mid-year economic outlook, but do not take into account 
the latest developments in the Asian financial crisis. 

Senior OECD officials said on Friday that so far. it expects the 
Asia crisis to trim some 02 per cent off its growth forecasts for 
industrial countries in the next two years, but it is still finalising 
figures for its twice -yearly economic outlook report due to be 
published in December. 

The Canada report said a rise in short-term interest rates may be 
necessary “to prevent the emergence of inflationary pressure." 
after progressive rate cuts brought interest rales to their lowest 
level in decades by the end of 1996. the OECD said. 

“Although there does no! seem to he a pressing need for a rapid 
tightening at this time, a move in this direction might prove nec- 


essary to prevent inflation from overshooting the target." the 
report said. 

The timing and the extent of any rise in rales “would depend on 
the movement of the exchange rate." 

While the government has carried out needed .structural 
reforms, "labour market reform has lagged initiatives in other 
areas." and structural unemployment remains high, the report 
said. 

The report forecast the unemployment rate to fall to 9.2 per cent 
in 1997 and 8.8 percent in I9S8. down from 9.7 in 1996, below 
its mid-year forecast of 9,4 per cent this year and 9. 1 m 1998. but 
said the continuing high jobless level, and jobless rates among the 
young, "are worrying developments." 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert WtUtams 


ACROSS 
1 Hair splitter 
5 Potato 


14 Toward shelter 

15 Nobet Prize 
winner Morrison 

16 Ventilated, in a 


1 8 Singer Redding 

19 Boisterously 

20 Dog tails? 

23 Soccer pair? 

24 Switch positions 

25 ' _ Dei' 

28 Comdor 

31 Guessed figs. 

35 Electronic 
navigational 
system 

37 ” and Clark" 

39 Cohort of Fidel 

40 Dog tails? 

43 Compass point 

44 Sirtis rote on 
"Star Trek; TNG' 

45 Lana Turner 

movie, ‘ X' 

46 Shuttle grp- 
46 Annapofts sch. 

50 Niamey's nation 

51 Pea package 
53 Wacko 

55 Dog tails? 

63 Guam's largest 
city 

64 Neighbor of 

Wise. 

55 Twaddle 

66 Decoy 

67 Actress MeCiurg 

68 Honolulu's island 

69 Actor Reeves 

70 Weather grp. 

71 Holiday 
abbreviation 


By Philip J. Anderson 
Portland, OR 


DOWN 

1 Abner's drawer 

2 Musical medley 

3 Program choices 

4 Tofu 

5 Author of The 
Minister’s 
Wooing" 

6 Potassium 
carbonate 

7 One condo 

8 Blade of a 
harrow 


9 Ben. the painter 

1 0 Gloomily ill- 
humored 

11 Moises, the 
ballplayer 

12 Poetic meadows 

13 Ancient stringed 
instrument 

21 Process sea 
water 

22 Alternative to 
standard 
medicine 

25 Skiers’ mecca 

26 Neighbor of Togo 

27 Centering posits 

29 French actor 
Deton 

30 Myma, the 
actress 

32 Scrawny person 

33 Motif 

34 Passover meal 

36 'Canto genaraT 

poet 

38 Slop flowing 

41 Couple from 
Madrid? 


HEH3S 00000 OHB0 
BBE1Q BfiHSHQ QQDD 
OHOD EJBH 00130000 

anncjEiQQ dqqqbe 
hdboociqgibejhqii 
sHi 00D0 nun 
□□000 □□□00 H0B 
0000 000300 0000 
0130 00000 0D0O0 
000 BOOB BBn 
□ 0 B 0 n □ B 0BB0 0B 
0000HH B0QBDB0 

00BQBBnoB0 anas 

nUOB OUDBB 0BO0 
□000 BH0B0 B0BB 


KHBS7-M— W 


42 Boob tube 
47 Tarzan 
wannabee 
49 Acbws Ane-_ 
52 Hokkaido 
seaport 

54 Tessie or MSo 

55 Peter, the actor 


56 Chife and fever 

57 Mia- 

58 Feds 

59 Johe-Doedog 

60 Rambfe 

61 Workpiece 

watchdog grp 

62 Ukase 




HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST F OR MONDAY- DECEMBER 1, 1997 
I fly Undo. C. Black. Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Someone who has 
more experience, and who just cares more about the 
subject than you do. is issuing orders left and righL 
Instead of arguing, simply comply. "You II make your 
life a lot easier, and you’ll make a much better impres- 
sion. Follow orders as if you meant it. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You're being lured by 
love, adventure and even curiosity. Taurus has a repu- 
tation for being sedentary, but that certainly is not your 
inclination now. Count your money early this morning, 
so you can start planning a trip this afternoon. Don t 
make it all business, either. 

GEMINI: (May 2 1 to June 21 ) You and a partner need 
to get practical. Pool your resources and figure out 
what you're going to do next You need a budget, 
although you probably hate the **b” word. \ou d rather 
spend whatever you have on whatever you want. A big- 
ger prize can be yours, hut only with planning. 
CANCER: (June 22 ro July 2 1 ) Somebody you know 
and love wants to help, but may rather ham-handed 
about it This is not from lack of trying. It may actual- 
ly be from a lack of understanding. Ifs not gcnrigjg. 
work for you to tiitz out. Stay in control. Let the^jefter 
person know exactly what's needed. - - 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Your workload’s intense. 
You'd rather be skiing, sledding or doing anything else 
outside. Don't despair. You'll think of something. You 
always do. It might not be as much fun as what yoohad 
in mind, but at this point in the game you may hayfcto 
take what you can get. * 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You're feeling 
passionate and sensual, assertive yet seductive. -Let 
yourself become wild and uninhibited — only in the 
utmost privacy, of course. Co to the trouble to set the 
scene. This is the perfect evening to discuss long-term 
goals with your true love. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You may have 
made commitments you are not quite able to keep. Not 
to worry. You'll do fine. Somebody you know well has 
the expertise you lack. Get together with that person 
this evening for private lessons. Don't be frustrated if it 
takes a while. Practice is required. 

SCORPIO: i October 23 to November 21 ) You love the 
old traditions, and you maintain them very well. It 
gives your family a sense of security. Might as well 
start hauling out all that stuff one more time. Your 
home is an absolute shrine to ihc traditions you hold 
most dear. And that's just how it should be. too. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Your focus is on money. You might as well get used to 
it. You’re getting wanned up for a bigger task ahead. 
Stan by figuring out how much you have to spend on 
presents this year. If there’s not enough, get assertive. 
Call in debts that other people owe you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You've 
been avoiding a tough assignment because it was sim- 
ply too complex. Or maybe you didn’t have all the facts 
you needed. Give it your best shot now. Don't get too 
headstrong about iL though. Listen to input from others 
to make the wise decision. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You and 
your friends have all sorts of nice plans. Put them on 
hold for a while. You'll have to take care of a rush job 
first You'll notice that everybody is pretty cheerful 
about the whole situation. Thai makes the job much 
easier. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You and your 
friends are having a marvellous lime. You're also get- 
ting the work done, of course. The boss is watching, to 
make sure. He or she is in a jovial mood, however. 
You're all working cheerful together, and getting a lot 
done. Make that your objective, anyway. 


Birth stone of December: Turquoise — Zircon 




“We broke up and got back together 
three times. Aside from that, it was 
a ioveiy reception.” 
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Bakir stresses importance of giving 
more contributions to scientific research 


'** IN A recent lecture, the assistant secre- 
tary general at the Higher Council for Sci- 
ence and Technology said the budget for 
scientific research and development should 
not be less than one per cent of the gross 
national product." This means that the bud- 
get department should allocate no less than 
JD5 million ” Nancy Bakir added. She 
mentioned that all advanced countries allo- 
cate no less than one per cent of gross 
national product annually to support scien- 
tific research projects. 

The assistant secretary general said the 
expected budget for the Higher Council for 
Science and Technology for 1998 is JD3.5 
million as requested, but negotiations are 
going on with the Budget Department con- 
cerning this subject. Ms. Bakir indicated 
that the industrial sector spends no more 
than 10 per cent on scientific research out 
of total spending whereas in advanced 
industrial countries, the industrial sector 
contributes no less than 40-50 per cent on 
the average of total spending to scientific 
research. 

Noting that the contribution of industrial 
companies to a fund for supporting scientif- 
ic research is one per cent of their profit, 
she said “there are intentions, in coopera- 
tion with the Ministry of Industry and 


Trade, to activate what has been mentioned 
in the new companies’ law about the rate of 
support to scientific research and training." 
A committee to study this matter has been 
formed, Ms. Bakir added. 

She indicated that the fund has at present 
allocations for JDI million whereas in 
Israel the amount is the equivalent of 
JD45Q million. “Research and development 
require generous contributions to solve the 
economic problems." the senior official 
pointed out describing such spending as 
"feasible investment." 

Ms. Bakir urged focusing strategically on 
oil shale deposits as the price of a barrel of 
oil is expected to reach $40. She said it is 
important that the private sector gets 
involved in extracting oil from the oil 
shales and that companies should be sup- 
ported in this regard. 

In her lecture, the assistant secretary gen- 
eral said that since the Higher Council for 
Science and Technology was set up in 
,1993. it has supported 32 industrial pro- 
jects, 24 agricultural projects and ±5 infra-' 
‘structure projects in addition to 16 projects 
jin the ar ea of environment and J 1 projects, 
in land resources and applications (Al 
Aswaq + AJ Ra’i). 


Rb. 
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Saudi prince backs investment in Egypt 


CAIRO I AFP) — Prince 
Walid Ben TalaJ Abdul Aziz, 
a billionaire Saudi entrepre- 
neur, has insisted the mas- 
sacre of tourists at Luxor will 
not affect his plans to open a 
luxury hotel in the southern 
Egyptian resort. 

Prince Walid told a press 
conference late Saturday that 
he would also open a Planet 
Hollywood restaurant in 
Cairo next year and continue 
investing in Egypt. 

l 'A terrorist action will not 
stop us from investing in 
Egypt," he said. 

“Many Saudi businessmen 
hope this black cloud will 
soon disappear. In any case 
this cowardly action will not 
frighten us off investing in 
Egypt," said the prince, 
referring to the massacre of 
5S foreign tourists outside a 
Luxor temple by militants 
on Nov. 17. 

He said his total invest- 
ment in Egypt, excluding a 


5300 million agricultural 
company he set up in July, 
currently stands at $500 rail- 
lion. 

Vita] tourism revenue has 
plummeted in Egypt since 
the Luxor attack, with the 
daily takings as the world- 
famous Egypt Museum in 
Cairo nosediving from 
$89,000 to just over $200 a 
day. 

Prince Walid owns 25 per 
cent of the Canadian hotel 
company Four Seasons, 25 
per cent of Swiss hotel chain 
Movenpick as well as a three 
per cent stake and sole Mid- 
dle East franchise of the 
Planet Hollywood restaurant 
chain. 

He insisted that all three 
companies would continue 
with expansion plans in 
Egypt. 

“Planet Hollywood will 
open next year in Cairo. We 
are in the process of building 
a Four Seasons in Cairo and 


another at Sbarm Al Sheikh 
on the Red Sea. We are also 
planning to open Movenpick 
or Four Seasons hotels at 
Hurghada and Marsa. Alam 
(on the Red Sea). Taba and 
Sahel Hashish (in the Sinai) 
and at Luxor," he said. 

Prince Walid said he had 
also signed a deal with the 
American company AMC to 
open cinemas in Cairo, 
Beirut and Dubai. 

He added that the Kingdom 
Agricultural Co., which he 
announced be was setting up 
in July to cultivate 178,000 
hectares of land in the Tush- 
Id desert region of southwest 
Egypu was close to begin- 
ning its work. 

“We are in the process of 
finalising a letter of intent 
with the Egyptian govern- 
ment to outline the legal 
framework of the projecu” 
said the prince. 

The investment is part of a 
huge project launched by 


Egypt ai the end of last year 
to raise the amount of culti- 
vated land to 30 per cent over 
the next 25 years, from the 
current level of 5.5 per cent, 
by digging a canal from the 
Nile. 

Prince Walid. 41, is a 
nephew of King Fahd and 
runs a worldwide financial 
empire through his Riyadh- 
based Kingdom Holding Co. 
estimated at more than $11 
billion. 

His wide portfolio of inter- 
ests ranges from banks and 
luxury hotels to designer 
labels and a music venture 
with Michael Jackson. 

In the past month alone he 
has invested $400 million in 
Rupert Murdoch’s News 
Corporation Ltd., $300 mil- 
lion in telecommunications 
giant Motorola, $146 million 
in Netscape, $46 million in 
Malaysian car-maker Proton 
and $50.5 million in South 
Korea's Daewoo Corp. 


Arab Bank to launch new investment 
fund in first quarter of next year 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Arab Bank announced 
Sunday that a new capital- 
guaranteed fund will be 
launched in Jordan and 
the Arab countries during 
the first quarter of the 
1998. 

The bank sources said 
the fund aims at extending 
investment opportunities 


for its clients after the sub- 
scription for its first fund 
closed at the end of 
November. 

The bank announced on 
Sept. 15, 1997 that it “will 
keep the door open for 
subscribing to the capital 
fund in Jordan, Palestine, 
Lebanon, Egypt, the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates, Qatar, 


Bahrain, Cyprus until Oct. 
3 1 . but the board extended 
the mandate till Nov. 30 
due to the growing 
demand on subscription. 

The lower limit for sub- 
scription was $5,000 for a 
two-year term. 

On the other band, the 
bank increased the number 
of its Automatic Teller 


Machines (ATM) to 55 
and extended banking ser- 
vices to its clients through 
granting them the Visa 
card and the electronic 
card. The bank said that 
the number of the Arab 
Bank clients holding the 
Visa card increased to 600 
million. 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 
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Prices 
of rice, 
sugar 
decline 
in local 
market 


By Is am Qadamani 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Local 
marker prices of sugar 
and rice dropped Sun- 
day by 30 fils and 10 
fils per kilogramme 
respectively and the 
decline was attributed 
by local merchants to 
heavy competition 
among merchants and 
also to the drop in 
prices on world bours- 
es. 

Fahd Sultan, an 
importer of sugar, told 
the Jordan Times That 
the retreat in the prices 
was due to a recent 
government decision to 
liberate prices and 
allow the private sector 
to import foodstuffs 
without any restriction. 

The government’s 
decision coupled with 
the decline in world 
prices have brought 
down the prices, 
according to Mr. Sul- 
tan, who noted that 
before the drop a kilo- 
gramme of rice was 
selling for 380 fils and 
a kilogramme of sugar 
for 300 fils according 
to prices set earlier by 
the Ministry of Supply. 

Mahmoud Abu 

Hazim. head of the 
Amman Supply Depart- 
ment, said the govern- 
ment's decision to float 
prices of foodstuffs has 
caused prices to fall 
due to stiff competition 
among merchants. 

He said that his office 
conducted a survey 
which revealed that 
also the prices of fruits 
and vegetables regis- 
tered a decline and the 
trend indicates that the 
decline of prices was 
continuing. 

He noted that his 
department reached 
this conclusion after 
comparing prices of 
vegetables and fruits of 
certain months in 1997 
against prices of the 
same months of 1996 . 

But against all expec- 
tations, coffee prices 
remained the same in 
the local markets 
despite the decision 
that floated prices, 
according to Mr. Abu 
Hazim who said that 
■' the wholesale coffee 
■ merchants were blam- 
i ing the retail merchants 
for the relatively high 
coffee prices. 
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Kingdom’s delegation returns 
from Southwest Asian Games 


Athletes return with 2 gold, 4 silver and 4 bronze medals 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff" Reporter 


AMMAN — The 
Kingdom's delegation to the 
Southwest Asian Games 
returns home Monday after 
taking pan in the 12-nation 
event which was held in 
Tehran. Iran Nov. 17-28. 

Jordanian athletes compet- 
ed in eight events and gained 
10 medals — half of which 
were won by the athletics 
team. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
and His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan sent 
Jordan’s delegation a cable 
of congratulations on their 
impressive results. 

In ten days of competition. 
Jordan won two gold, four 
silver and four bronze 
medals. 

Fakhruldin Fuad clinched 
a gold medal clearing the 
high jump bar at 2 . 10 meters 
although his personal best 
stands at 2.17. 

The medal was Fuad’s 
third gold of the year. He 
had won the gold at the Pan- 
Arab Games and the Arab 
Athletics Championship in 
Saudi Arabia in August. 

Mohammad Abu khadijeh 
earned the Kingdoms other 
gold medal when he won the 
final bout of the heavy- 
weight boxing event. 

Tareq Najjar won a silver 
medal in the discus setting a 
new personal best with a 
throw of 51.90 metres. His 
discus record stood at 51.53 
metres which he set in Saudi 
Arabia earlier this year. 

Najjar had earlier set a 
new Jordanian record in 
winning the shot put bronze 
medal with a throw of 15.80 
metres. 

Awwad Sreyes won two 
silver medals in the 10,000 
metres and 5.000 metres. 

Aved Khawaldeh won 
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JORDAN HAS announced preliminary 
approval ro participate in the 2nd Women’s 
Islamic Games which will be held in 
Tehran from Dec. 12-21. 

The executive board of the Jordan 
Olympic Committee (JOC) announced 
Sunday that the Kingdom will take part in 
athletics, badminton, table tennis and 
equestrian with two players each. 


Federation. 

Twenty-six countries are scheduled to 
take pan in 13 sports event'' at the game 
which will be held less than two weeks 
after the Iranian capital hosted l he 1st 
Southwest Asian Games which were open 
to men's teams only (sec separate story). 


The women’s handball team will also take 
pan with 10 players after receiving an invi- 
tation from the Iranian Handball 


Seven federations had initially expressed 
interest with all expenses to be covered by 
the hosts. 

Those federations include basketball, 
karate, gymnastics, and chess. 


another silver medal in the 
54-kilogrammc event of the 
weightlifting competition. 

Khawaldeh. the only 
w'eightJifter representing 
Jordan, had became the only 
Jordanian to win three 
medals at July’s Pan-Arab 
Games. 

Khaldoun Abdul Hamid 
and Basel Hindawj won two 
bronze medals in the boxing 
57 and SI kilogrammes. 

Jordan’s Mousa Khalaf 
won a bronze medal in 
judo’s 7S-kilogramme cate- 
gory. 

Jordan was eliminated 
from the fencing, wrestling, 
tennis and badminton 
events. 

The impressive results in 
three sports — weightlifting 
, athletics and boxing — all 
of whom were also equally 
impressive in Beirut’s Pan- 
Arab Games, made up for 
otherwise disappointing 
Jordanian results at the onset 
of the Tehran Games which 
included 17 sports events. 

In Beirut, the aforemen- 
tioned teams had earned five 
medals each while the 


wrestlers look four. Judo and 
fencing earned a medal 
each. 

Open to men’s teams only, 
the Tehran Games brought 
together athletes from Saudi 
Arabia. Syria. Palestine. 
Oman. Kyrgyzstan. 

Tajikistan. Turkmenistan. 
Kuwait. Lebanon. Yemen. 
Jordan and Iran. 

Jordan '5 37-memher dele- 
gation comprised 1 9 athletes 
competing in S events: 
Athletics, boxing, fencing, 
badminton. tennis, 

wrestling, weightlifting and 
judo. 

The games also included 
basketball, karate, table ten- 
nis. soccer, handball, taek- 
wondo shooting and swim- 
ming. 

The Jordan Olympic 

Committee 'JOC » move to 
sponsor excelling players by- 
paying for medal-winners at 
July’s Pan- Arab Games 

increased the Kingdoms 
competitive chances and 
eight of the 12 medallists 
again earned medals for 
Jordan. 

However, many Jordanian 


federations stayed away 
from competition unable to 
cover air-fare. Those include 
equestrian, handball, basket- 
ball. volleyball, shouting 
and table tennis. 

Jcndaniun athletes gained 
more gold medals in Beirut 
than in the past seven Pan- 
Arab Games altogether, 
making it the best Jordanian 
participation since the event 
was first held in 1953. 

Jordan took a total of 40 
medals, including 10 gold. K 
silver and 22 bronze medals 
to finish fifth among the 1 9 
participating countries. 


Tw elve Pan- Arab medal - 
winners were included in the 
delegation including 

Fakruldin Fuad and Tareq 
Najjar i athletics). Mousa 
Khalaf tjudot. Mohammad 
Abu Khadijeh. Ay man Nadi. 
Kamal Abdul Hamid. 
Khaldoun Abdul Hamid and 
Basel Hindawi (boxing). 
Abdul Hakim Abu Sneineh 
and Ismail Sheikh 
t wrestling;. Aved 

Khawaldeh (weightlifting), 
and Amer Natour t fencing >. 


ZURICH (AFP) — 
Ronaldo. Gabriel Batistuta 
and Paolo Maldini head ;» 
galaxy of stars who will 
play in a gala match 
between Europe and the 
Rest of the World to launch 
the World Cup final draw 
in Marseille on Thursday 
evening. 

The qualifying tourna- 
ment concluded Saturday 
after an unprecedented 643 
matches and each of the 32 
teams that will play in 
France next year will make 
one player available for the 
game. 

The squads are: 

Europe: Andreas Kopkc 
iGcri. Fnxlc Gmdus (Nor). 
Hcimo Pfcifcnbcreer 
t Aut ). Dominique Lemoinc 
(Bel). Kxassimir Bulatov 
(Bui). Alan Ncilsen (Den). 
Paul I nee (Eng). Fernando 
Hierro (Spa). Zinedine 
Zidane (Fra). Paolo 
Maldini (ha). Marius 
Lacatus (Rom), Alcn 
Boksic (Cro). Patrick 
Kluivcn (Ned). Gary 
McAllister (Sen). Dejan 
Saviccvic lYug). Ali D;lei 
(Iri). Coach: Franz 

Beckenbauer iGcr) 

Rest of The World: 
Jacques Songo’o iCmrh 
Rutnm Martin Rui/ Diaz 
(Pan. Javier Mnrgas (Chi). 
Hidctoshi N again (Jpn). 
Hone Myung-bo (Kor). 
Hussein Sulimani (Ksa). 
Nourrcdine Nuybct (Mar). 
Marcclino Bernal (Met). 
N wank wo Kami (Ngr). 
David Nyathi (Rsa). 
Gabriel Batistuta (Arg). 
Ronaldo (Bra). Antony tie 
Avila (Col ). Deon Burton 
(Jam). Adel Scllimi (Tun). 
Eric Wynalda (USA). 
Coach: Carlos Alberto 

Parreirn (Bra). 




Netherlands Ids Postmu looks up as he skates on [ !»« *■> ‘ c^rf siStin?.1n 
record in the 1.500 metres speed skating race at VVorid Cup Sp«d Stotmg in 
Berlin. Postnia broke the record in a time of t:49.8t and 
mark of 1:50.05 set by Canadian Neal Marshall in Calgary. Alberta last march 

(Reuters photo) 




Seizinger wins first speed event 
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MAMMOTH MOUNTAIN (AFP) — 
Germany’s Olympic downhill champion 
Kalju Seizinger won the super giant slalom 
the season’s first World Cup speed event 
for women here on Saturday. 

Seizinger came home in ) minute 13.23 
seconds down a shortened course, which 
had to be cut down in lengths after a huge 
snowstorm earlier this week. 

Second was Italy's Isolde Koslner. who 
won the Olympic bronze medal in the 
super-giant at Liliehammcr. She was tinted 
on 1:13.87 while Sei/inger’s compatriot 
Katrin Gtilensnhn completed the podium 
on 1:13.98. just 2-l00ihs of a second slow- 
er than the runner-up. 

Rcnatc Goclschl of Austrian look fourth 
on 1:14.68. She headed Germany's Gerg 
( 1 : 14.72) and sixth finisher Warwur.t 
Zclcnskawa of Russia with 1:14.74. 

The 100 points she earned for victory put 
Seizinger back into the chase for the over- 
all title. 

The double podium placings was the sec- 
ond in two days here for Germany. Hilde 
Gerg and Martina Enl were first and sec- 
ond in Friday's parallel slalom. 

The course's vertical drop was reduced to 
455 metres, with gliding pari of the piste 
making up the bulk of the run. France’s 
Florence Masuada was the only woman to 
fall out of 56 starters, but she skied off 
uninjured. 


The event was finally held 48 hours after 
the season's first major snowstorm at mid- 
week dumped a metre of snow on the Siena 
Nevada range. 

The massive fall made course preparation 
impossible lor the original Thursday race 
plan and organisers pushed the event back 
until Saturday. 

The women’s programme for next week 
remains subject to change after a series of 
two men's speed events at Whistler 
Mountain. Canada. Set for this weekend 
were wiped out by bud weather, including 
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Next weekend’s women’s venue at Lake 
Louise. Canada, is located in the same area 
of British Colombia. If the warm weather 
continues, the first two downhills of the 
season plus another super-giant could be in 
danger of not being held. 

The World Cup faces a deadline of next 
Saturday for any races to be completed in 
North America due to plane flights back to 
Europe. The week of December 8 is 
reserved for men and women to compete at 
(he traditional European opening scries at 
Val d'isere. France. 


Negri’s two goals rescue Rangers Spurs hand Everton 2-0 win; Leeds win 3-2 


GLASGOW (AFP) — 
Rangers closed the gap on 
Hearts at the top of the 
Scottish Premier division to 
one point with a hard- 
fought 3-2 victory^ over St 
Johnstone on Saturday. 

But it took another bril- 
liant display by Italian goal 
sensation Marco Negri to 
secure a ninth league win 
from 15 league games for 
the nine-times- in-a-row 
Scottish champions. 

Negri raised hi* season’s 
goal tally to 2° with two 
goals to rescue Walter 
Smith's side, who looked 
uneasy in defence during an 
unimpressive display at 


Ibrox. 

“i felt ive made heavy- 
weather of today's game, 
getting ourselves into two- 
goal leads twice and letting 
St Johnstone back into it 
twice." said Smith. 

“They made the most of 
that and the result was a 
nervy last five minutes or so 
for us." 

Rino Gaftuso put the 
home side ahead after just 
seven minutes and doubled 
their lead after 43 minute* 
through Negri. 

But Saints at once moved 
down the other end to 
reduce the deficit courtesy 
of Allan Preston’s neat fin- 


ish. 

Negri’s second after 57 
minutes looked to have the 
game won. but the visitors 
refused to be overwhelmed. 

-Rangers needed a smart 
save from Scotland goal- 
keeper Andy Gnram after 
65 minutes to push away 
Philip Scott’s powerful 
drive after hesitancy in cen- 
tral defence. 

The Scotland ‘keeper was 
jgain at hi* bc*i after 70 
minutes turning over a 
George O’Boyle shot from 
point blank range as an 
increasingly confident 
Saints poured forward. 

A first-time finish from 


O' Boyle gave the game a 
tense finale, the Northern 
Ireland forward seizing on u 
Paul Kane through ball after 
75 minutes to make it 3-2. 

Rangers held on to secure 
three points which cut the 
gjp on leaders Hearts — 
who were not playing on 
Saturday — to iu*l a point 
although Walter .Smith's 
team have played a game 
m«rc. 

In the Jay’s uflioi match- 
es. Hibernian and 
Motherwell drew l-l while 
Kilmarnock beat 

Dunfermline 2-1. 


LONDON (AFP) — Spurs 
fan* dared to dream of bet- 
ter thing* Saturday us sec- 
ond-half goals from Ramon 
Vega jnd a brilliant strike 
from David Ginola gave 
Swiss coach Christian 
Gross a winning start with 
a 2-0 win at crisis-ridden 
F.vermn. 

Tiie result gave the 
Londoners their first away 
win of the season to lift the 
gloom surrounding the club 
alter their poor start to the 
season which culminated in 
the departure of former 
coach Gcny Francis. 

But Everton 's tenth 
defeat in 16 games left 


them rock bottom m add to 
manager Howard Kendall’s 
growing list of problems. 

Elsewhere, a superb hai- 
Irick from diminutive 

Italian star Gianfranco Zola 
sent Ruud Guilin’s Chelsea 
level on points with 

Manehcstcr United at the 
top prior in United’s home 
game against third-placed 
Blackburn when Arsenal 
were hosting Liscfpuol. 

Zola blasted his first in 
the 12th minute as Gullin’* 
cosmopolitan side set about 
Derby with relish. 

Graeme Lc Saux played 
the ball down the left and 
fed Welsh veteran Mark 
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'Restaurant Bar 


Canon Distributor 


MUL 

HOTEL 


Canon Inkjet Printers 
Canon Laser Primers 


Sweifieyh 
i 863 944 


Canon Cartridges 
Canon Toners 
Canon Printing Paper 



Distributor: 


r Canon^ 

A pleasure 
to work with 


FRESH TOMATO FESTIVAL 

For your Meat, Seafood and Chicken 


Aram Cnrp. for Int. Trading 
[TcL/Fax: #30650. 832565 
iP.O. Box 656 
Amman 1 1822 -Jordan 


DURING A visit to Saint Vincent Dtr Paul 
Sociciy quarters Mr. Martyn Standcn, General 
Manager, and Mr. Rami Safadi. Director of 
Sales & Marketing al the Amman Marriott Motel, 
presented to Mr. Muin Jadoun. Chairman of the 
Board, a cheque worth of JD7.660.-. 

The cheque represent proceeds from the Gala 
Dinner that was held in Al Waha Ballroom at the 
Amman Marriott I lotcl on October 30rh. 1997. 


Hughes. Hi* layoff found 
Dominie Di Matte* ». who m 
turn swept the Kill aero** to 
Zola, who Wasted a low 
shot past Derby’s Estonian 
keeper Man Poom. 

Hughe* then powered 
home a trademark overhead 
kick to make it 2-') in the 
35th minute. 

Midway through five we- 
ond-hall. /oja made the 
points safe with tun nn*ie 
tool finishes. 

Ia’cJs meanwhile 

leapfrog ceil the Gunners 
into fi.iurth place, to die 
delight of coueh and f< *rnicr 
Gunners boss (. re> >ree 
Graham. a* they came from 
(wo goals down it* break 
Barnsley’-, heart* in full- 
blooded Yorkshire derby 

The 3-2 win was the 
fourth in a row for 
Graham’* great entertain 
erv 

Ron Atkinson's Sheffield 
Wednesday scored a \ n.ij 
win by (he same scoreline 
in a topsy-turvy nut eh 
against Southau'ipti *i: at 

The Dell. 

For a while in (he scvmid 
half the visitor* were in 
danger «f being undone by 
two of their old hoy* when 
David Hirst, who scored 
tw ice tor Wednesday in a 5- 
2 win in the fixture fast sea- 
son. scored his fourth goal 
for Saints with a rasping 
shor from the edge of the 
area to equalise Peter 
Atherton's opener. 

Jason Dodd then fed 
Carlton Painter, like Him a 
former Wednesday 

favourite, who slotted 
home from an acute atuilc. 


But just as Wednesday 
threatened to sink without 
trace. Paolo Di Canto led 
.substitute Wayne Collins, 
u hu beat the offside trap m 
score. 

Di Caniu grabbed the 
winner in the 84th minute. 

Crystal Palace, s ° 
impressive away, lost for 
the i«»unh time at home a* 
they went down 2- 1 to 
Newcastle, with Georgian 
midfielder Temur Kctsbaia 
scoring hi- first goal in the 
Premier -hip minutes after 
•he break before setting up 
Danish midfielder Jon Dahl 
rrim.is-.on to score with u 
delivered shot. 

Neil Shi ppc r ley pu 1 led 
one back on 67 minutes but 
Palace, who have the best 
«iw.-y record in the league, 
remain without a single 
home win. their only victo- 
ry at Selhurst Park an 
"away" triumph against 
tenants Wimbledon. 

In other action. Graham 
Fenton and Matt Elliott 
were on target as Leicester 

won 2-i i at Coventry’ while 
a Jrihn Hart son double was 
enough to see off Aston 
Villa, for whom Dwight 
Norke hit ;« consolation. 

Finally. Naihuft- Blake 
scored a Iasi- minute winner 
lor Bolton a* they defeated 
Wimbledon 1-0 at home, 
(he goaf created by former 
Dons' ; ,t,ir ’ Dean 
Holdswunh as Bolton 
gained only their third win. 
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Chris O'Donell & 
Jene Hackman ... in 


Charles C rod in ... in 
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AL MASEER 
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Winner at the 1 99? Cannes festival 
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Hisbam Ysaes iboafcxa 
TEL: 625155 


COSCORU - I ” 


Rowan Atkinson... in ! 


MR. BEAN 

Shows- 1 2:30. 3:30. 6: ! 5. 
8:30. 10:30 


covrsip -a- 

SLEEP WALKERS 


jj ABDOUN Jj ABDOUN 

i! Nour Al Sharif & j 

!: Layla Alwi... in iNOTHING TO LOSE 

Jj AL MASEER J 

(Arabic) I 

j: Winner m the 1997 Cannes festival j Shows; 3:30, 6:30, 8:?0. 10.30 


iNOTHING TO LOSE 


Shiuvv: 3:30. 9;00<»nlv 


Shows: 3:31). 6:00 
8:15.10:45 ' 


,\OW O'* DAILY 

THE GOVERNMENT IN 
THESERMCE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hi sham fh/ur.T 
and Anuil Dahhas 

rwn ea '-10155. (SVM 


>free 



Jordan Times, Monday, December 1, 1997 


Sports 



Spurs beat Mavs; Rockets win 

RESULTS 


Atlanta 

98 

Charlotte 

80 

Cleveland 

103 

Boston 

97 

Milwaukee 

93- 

Miami 

87 

New York 

102 

Phoenix 

80 

Chicago 

88 

Washington 

83 

Minnesota 

106 

Vancouver 

87 

San Antonio 

96 

Dallas 

87 

Houston 

107 

Golden State 

100 

Utah 

94 

LA Clippers 

91 


SAN ANTONIO (AP) — 
Avery Johnson scored eight 
of his 16poimsduringa3I- 
15 third-quarter run for the 
Spurs who won 96-87. 

David Robinson scored 
18 points and grabbed 12 
r rebounds against an over- 
’-'matched Samaki Walker, 
who was making his first 
career start at centre for 
Dallas. 

Rookie Tim Duncan 
added 17 points and 14 
rebounds for San antonio. 

Michael Finley paced the 
Mavericks with 35 points 
and nine rebounds. 

• Jazz 94, Clippers 91: In 
Los Angeles. Karl Mal- 
one’s faliaway 10-foot 
jumper with 23seconds 
remaining lifted Utah. 

Malone scored 16 of his 
season-high 42 points in the 
fourthquarter and pulled 
down IS rebounds. Mal- 
one’s big shot gave Utah 
a92-91 lead. Jeff Homacek, 
who added 17 points for the 
Jazz, made two free throws 
with six seconds left to 
complete the scoring. 


BONN (AFP) — Kaiser- 
slautern’s 2-1 victory over 
Hamburg on Saturday 
rewrote the record books 
as they became the first 
ever newly promoted Bun- 
desliga side to win the so- 
called "Autumn champi- 
onship". topping the stand- 
ings at the halfway mark of 
the season. 

They have a four point 
lead over Bayern Munich 
who play Bayer Lev- 
erkusen on Sunday, while 
both Stuttgart and Schaike 
04 lie third and fourth after 
drawing their respective 
matches — though they 
are 10 points behind the 
leaders. 

Hertha Berlin maintained 
their recent resurgence by 
claiming their fifth win in 
six matches. 1-0 in Duis- 
burg. Borussia 

Moenchengladbach mean- 
while must look for a new 
coach after Hannes Bon- 
gartz threw in the towel on 
Saturday after a disap- 
pointing 2-0 home defeat 
at the hands of Wolfsburg. 

Borussia Moenchenglad- 
bach are third from bottom 
with IS points at the sea- 
son's halfway point with 
only VfL Bochum and 
three times champions FC 
Cologne below them on 
16. 

The pressure became too 
much for Hannes Bongartz 
with Gladbach’s fans cyni- 
cally applauding the 
Wolfsburg team after their 


Pooh Richardson missed 
an off-balance 3-point shot 
which would have tied the 
game, and the ball bounced 
back to him, but the buzzer 
sounded before he could 
get off another shot. 

Eric Piatkowski, making 
his first start of the season, 
led the Clippers with 20 
points and a career-high 13 
rebounds. 

• Rockets 107, Warriors 
100: In Oakland, Califor- 
nia, Charles Barkley had 43 
points and Houston scored 
27 straight points starting 
late in the second period as 
Golden State remained 
winless at home. 


side’s loss. 

Without speaking to his 
players. Bongartz broke 
the news of his departure 
at the post-match press 
conference. 

His decision followed 
the publication of hand- 
written notes last week, 
stolen from the briefcase 
of new president Wilfried 
Jakobs, that revealed the 
trainer would be sacked 
during the Christmas break 
if they didn't start winning. 

Fredi Bobic’s theatrical 
dive to the turf gave 10 
man Stuttgart the penalty 
they needed to sneak a 2-2 
draw in Bremen. 

Schaike coach Huub 
Stevens celebrated his 44th 
birthday with a 1-1 draw in 
Arminia Bielefeld. 

Weakened by the 
absence of workhorses 
Radoslav Lata! and Bel- 
gian veteran Marc Wilmots 
Schaike fell a goal behind 
after 70 minutes when 
Giuseppe Reina chipped 
home a cross. 

Martin Max equalised 
however 13 minutes later, 
capping Schalke’s only 
real threatening move in 
the second half. Jiri Neraec 
leaned into his defender, 
rumed and then slipped the 
bail through to Max who 
timed his break perfectly 
to beat Bielefeld's offside 
crap. 

South African bora strik- 
er Sean Dundee ended his 
four month goal scoring 


Barkley had 15 of his 
points as the Rockets held 
Golden State scoreless for 
nearly nine minutes during 
a run that turned an 18-point 
deficit into a nine-point 
lead. 

The Warriors, who led by 
as many as 19 points in the 
second period, are 0-5 at 
home and I-I3 overall this 
season. 

Kevin Willis added 15 
points and 12 rebounds for 
Houston, which won its 
Fifth straight. 

Donyell Marshall bad 24 
points and 17 rebounds, 
and Latrelf Sprewell had 22 
points, for Golden State. 


drought with one of Karl- 
sruhe's three in their 3-0 
romp over Hansa Rostock. 

“It was as if we were 
playing with only 10 
men," proud trainer Wil- 
fried Schaefer commented 
— six of his first choice 
team were unable to play 
because of injury and sus- 
pension. 

“Everyone ran their 
hearts out for the other." he 
added. 

A lethargic opening by 
Duisburg helped Hertha 
Berlin to their win thanks 
to Michael Preetzs 22nd 
minute goal. 

“We are disappointed 
because we had counted on 
winning,” Duisburg coach 
Friedhelm Funkjel 

summed up. 

“We wanted to start well 
but instead allowed Hertha 
to cake the initiative and 
only woke up after the 
goal. We were unable to 
translate our second half 
superiority into goals 
though,” he added. 


Monaco 
back 
to top 

PARIS (AFP) — Champi- 
ons Monaco took over at 
the top of the French league 
for the first time this season 
as Nigerian striker Viktor 
Dcpeba scored a double in 
their 2-0 win over new boys 
Chateauroux on Saturday. 

Monaco, suffering no ill- 
effects after their come- 
from-behind 3-2 European 
Champions League win 
over Sporting Lisbon in 
midweek, lead Metz by a 
point although the eastern 
French side can go back to 
the lop if they beat Bor- 
deaux away on Sunday — 
something they haven't 
managed since 1980. 

Monaco benefitted from a 
surprise defeat for the 1993 
European Cup champions 
Olympique Marseille, who 
lost 1-0 away at Nantes — 
the 1995 champions scoring 
thier first win in November. 

Nantes' hero was Jocelyn 
Gourvennec. who benefit- 
ted from woeful defending 
by Marseille’s Favrizio 
Ravanelli and Hamada 
Jambay sprinting away to 
slip the ball past German 
international “keeper 
Andreas Kopke for his sixth 
goal of the season. 

Strasbourg, who beat 
Serie A leaders Inter Milan 
in their UEFA Cup third 
round, first leg tie on Tues- 
day. came down to earth as 
they lost 3-2 away at Lens. 

Lyon, who were knocked 
out by Inter Milan in the 
previous round of the 
UEFA Cup despite beating 
them away in the first leg. 
won their third consecutive 
home match in beating 
Rennes 3-1. 

Lyon striker Frederic 
Kanoute notched a double, 
the second four minutes 
from time to restore the two 
goal advanatge. while vet- 
eran Daniel Bravo, signed 
from Parma earlier in the 
month, also netted for ther 
home side. 

The only consolation for 
relegation-threatened 
Rennes was that Stephane 
Gregoire scored their first 
awav goal since Ocrober 
17. ' 


SAFETY EQUIPMENT 

YOU ARE MOST WELCOME TO VISIT OUR SAFETY 
EQUIPMENT SHOWROOM, WHICH IS ONE OF THE 
BEST IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 

TELEFAX:- (962-6) 623725 
ABDALI, JERUSALEM JEWEL CENTER, 

FLOOR B-2 


An American Jordanian Company 


Kaiserslautern celebrate ‘Golden Autumn’ 


The Right Choice 

FOR RENT .... Apartment with 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
lift, intercom, central heating and private telephone line. 
Located in a quiet area of the best of Shmeisani where 
you can have easy access to transportation, hospital, 
Safeway store. Sports Crty, Royal Cultural Center and 
schools. Furnishing is optional according to agreement.. 
If interested call Tel.: 671946 (any time) 



is seeking to employ: 

• a Financial Manager 

• an Administrative Manager 

• an Executive Secretary / Office Coordinator 

Applicants should be fluent in English and Arabic, 
with good computer skills. 

please forward G.V.'s to fax number: 962-6-704 654 
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Swedes humiliate Americans 
in 5-0 Davis Cup win 



Sweden's Jonas Bjorkman returns a serve to Jonathon Stark of the United States 
during second round singles action at the Davis Cup finals in Gothenburg, November 
30. Sweden has already won the Davis Cup in three straight matches, but the second 
round matches are to be played in full. Bjorkman won his match 6-1 6-1 (Reuters 
photo) 


GOTHENBURG lAFP) 
— Sweden, who ensured 
their sixth Davis Cup 
victory on Saturday, 
completed a humiliating 
5-0 victory over the 
United States in the 1997 
Final by winning both of 
Sunday’s reverse singles. 

Jonas Bjorkman ham- 
mered Jonathan Stark, a 
late replacement for 
Alex O’Brien, 6-1. 6-1. 
and Magnus Larsson 
beat Michael Chang 7-6 
(7/4), 6-7 (6/S). 6-4. 

Dead rubbers are 
reduced to the ‘besl-of- 
tbree’ sets. 

Stark was called up to 
play Sunday’s opening 
singles because of the 
injury on Friday to 
World No. I Pete Sam- 
pras. who had to with- 
draw alter pulling a calf 
muscle during his first- 
day singles against Lars- 
son. 

Chang's defeat was the 
latest in a long series 
which have turned his 
end of season into a 
nightmare. 

The World No. 3, who 
has now been beaten in 
six of his last seven 
matches, tried desperate- 
ly to salvage a point for 
the Americans — but he 
was constantly pulled 
out of position by Lars- 
son ’s drop shots and 
heavy cross-court fore- 
hands. 

Bjorkman, who has 
confirmed his status as 

player of the year' by 
climbing from 69th to 
fourth fn the rankings, 
scored his third victory 
of the weekend. 

“This is my year,’' 
smiled the Swedish hero 
after outplaying Stark in 
just 47 minutes. 

"Everything- I do is 
going my way. I was 
very relaxed out there 
today and I really 
enjoyed myself." 


Although Sweden had 
already clinched the tro- 
phy. the 1 1.500-capacity 
stadium was almost full 
with 10.833 spectators 
coming through the turn- 
stiles Sunday. In all 


33.401 spectators attend- 
ed the Final at the 
Gothenburg Scandinavi- 
um over the three days. 

The last time the Unit- 
ed States were beaten 5- 
0 in the final was in 1973 


when Neale Fraser’s leg- 
endary Australian team 
of John Newcombe. Rod 
La\er. Ken Rosewall and 
Mai Anderson completed 
the feat in Cleveland. 
Ohio. 
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General Assembly to vote on 
upgrade of Palestinian status 
in U.N. this week — Kidwa 



UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— Palestine's observer mis- 
sion this week launches a 
bid to secure additional 
rights and privileges for the 
Palestinians at the United 
Nations. 

Palestine's observer to the 
United Nations. Nasser 
Kidwa told AFP that a vote 
on the issue is expected on 
Wednesday or Thursday 
after the annual debate on 
Middle East issues in the 
U.N. General Assembly 
opening on Monday. 

He says that the move 
reflects the political realities 
on the ground, with an 
elected Palestinian National 
Authority now in place in 
self-rule areas since January 
1996. 


The effort is part of a gen- 
eral Palestinian offensive at 
the United Nations, to 
protest the lack of progress 
in the Middle East peace 
process. 

The 15 European Union 
states hope to reach a uni- 
fied position in response to 
the draft resolution which 
would give Palestine the 
same rights and privileges 
as U.N. member states in 
General Assembly affairs 
and U.N.-convened confer- 


ences. 

But the draft resolution 
explicitly rules out giving 
the Palestine observer mis- 
sion voting rights and 
excludes the Palestinians 
from fielding candidates for 
U.N. posts. 


“We are negotiating 
among ourselves and with 
the Palestinians." on the 
draft, a European ambas- 
sador said. ‘‘The 
Palestinians won't get all 
they would like.” 

Mr. Kidwa says that the 
draft resolution under con- 
sideration would give his 
mission “super-observer" 
status. The Palestine mis- 
sion has had observer status 
at the United Nations since 
1974. 

The Palestinians point out 
that the draft does not email 
seeking full U.N. member- 
ship. nor achieving official 
U.N. recognition of a 
Palestinian state. 

Among the other resolu- 
tions to be considered bv 


the 1 85-nation General 
Assembly this week is a 
controversial amendment 
stating that the Israeli mis- 
sion’s credentials “do not 
relate to or co\ er" the Arab- 
populated territories occu- 
pied by Israel since 1967. 

However if that amend- 
ment reaches the U.N. 
General Assembly floor, 
which is not certain, the 
European Union has made it 
clear that all 15 states would 


cast negative votes. 

U.N. diplomats said that 
the European Union is usu- 
ally crucial in such General 
Assembly votes, as eastern 
European states arc influ- 
enced by the EL 1 position as 
arc some developing coun- 
tries. 


Arab League urges release 


of woman hunger striker 


CAIRO fR) — Arab League 
Secretary-General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid has urged the 
international community to 
intervene urgently on behalf 
of a Palestinian woman on 
hunger strike in an Israeli jail 
for more than a month. 

The Arab League said in a 
statement that Mr. Abdul 
Meguid also called on human 
rights groups to persuade 
Israel to release Itaf Alayan. 
who has vowed not to eat until 
she is freed. 

Sunday is the 40th day of 
Ms. Alayan's hunger strike. 
She is close to the Islamist 


Jihad group, which warned 
Israel last week that it would 
retaliate if any harm came to 
her. 

The statement said Ms. 
Alayan “was on the verge of 
paying with her life few Israeli 
practices that violate the four 
Geneva conventions specific 
to the protection of citizens 
under occupation...” 

‘The Secretary-General 
strongly condemned the inhu- 
man detention practices of the 
Israeli authorities in the occu- 
pied Arab lands." it said. 

Ms. Alayan, sentenced to 14 
years in jail in 1987 for trying 


to carry out an attack against 
Israelis and for trying to kill a 
prison guard, was released in 
February 1996 with 30 other 
women prisoners as part of the 
interim peace deals. 

She was rearrested in 
October and placed in admin- 
istrative detention under 
Israeli laws that allow sus- 
pects to be held without 
charge or trial for months. 

Ms. Alayan has described 
the hunger strike as “a proper 
means for use in a struggle 
against a force that is not 
accountable, not open to legal 
or logical argument.” 


Search for bodies, identification of 
corpses of Luxor victims continues 


LONDON (AFP) —The con- 
fusion over the missing bodies 
of tourists killed in the Luxor 
massacre deepened Sunday 
after a report said Swiss offi- 
cials had failed to identify a 
corpse mistakenly sent to 
Britain. 

British officials announced 
Friday that die body repatriat- 
ed to Halifax in the north of 
England last week was not 
that of air hostess Karina 
Turner, 24, whose five-year- 
old daughter Shaunnah also 
died in the shooting. 

Two days earlier they made 
the same discovery regarding 
the body of her mother, Joan 
Tinner, 53, but said her 
remains had been found in 
Zurich, while one of the bod- 


ies sent to Halifax was that of 
a Swiss tourist. 

However the Independent 
on Sunday said that die Swiss 
Consul General in London 
Robert Muller had told it that 
dental records had failed to 
identify the “Swiss" body 
which had been sent to 
Britain. 

“It’s not true that the Swiss 
body is in the U.K." Mr. 
Muller was repotted as say- 
ing. “We don’t know where 
the Swiss body is.” 

The body mistakenly 
thought to be’ that of Karina 
Turner also remains unidenti- 
fied. 

The Turners were killed in 
the Nov. 17 massacre when 
Islamist gunmen opened fire 


on visitors to the ancient mon- 
uments at Luxor. 

A Foreign Office 
spokesman said Saturday that 
Karina Turner’s body may- 
have been sent to Bulgaria. 
Japan or Colombia, after a 
wrong identification in Egypt, 
or may have remained in the 
country, he added. 

The ’ three Britons were 
among the 6S victims of the 
massacre. including 

Egyptians, Swiss. Germans. 
Japanese and one Colombian. 

Other repots said that two 
other Britons killed in the 
shooting, an elderly couple 
called " George and Ivy 
Wigham. had been robbed of 
their wedding rings and other 
valuables afterwords. 


SPLA leader tells Mubarak he 
does not want to split Sudan 


CAIRO (AFP) —The southern 
rebels of the Sudan People's 
Liberation Army (SPLA) have 
no desire to break with 
Khartoum and destroy the 
country’s unity, their leader 
John Garang told Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak here 
Sunday. 

“Our movement is totally 
committed... to the necessity to 
maintain the unity of our coun- 
try." Col. Garang told reporters 
following his first official meet- 
ing with the Egyptian president 
since he launched his uprising 
against the Khartoum authori- 
ties in 1983. 

Egypt has entertained close 
relations with the northern 
Sudanese opposition since an 
assassination attempt against 
President Mubarak in Addis 


Ababa in June 1995. which it 
accused Khartoum of involve- 
ment in. 

But Egypt's relations with the 
SPLA have been hampered by 
fears that the rebels wish to set 
up an independent state in the 
largely Christian or animist 
south. Egypt has repeatedly 
made clear it will brook no divi- 
sion of Sudan, which it ruled 
jointly with Britain until 1956. 

“We had a very good meet- 
ing," CoL Garang said of his 
meeting with the Egyptian pres- 
ident. 

‘1 came to Egypt at His 
Excellency’s invitation to brief 
the government and people of 
Egypt about the situation in the 
Sudan, the necessity to maintain 
the unity of our country — to 
which our movement is totally 
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committed.’’ he said. 

“We have a compicic under- 
standing with the president and 
various people 1 met here. I am 
very happy and satisfied with 
my visit.” 

But Col. Garang added that 
for Sudan's unity \o be pre- 
served. it was vital there be fun- 
damental change in Khartoum. 

“We say that' for the Sudan to 
stay united — and to that unity 
wc arc c o mmi tted — it is nec- 
essary that there be fundamental 
change so that we have a Sudan 
which includx all sis people, in 
their ethnicities and their reli- 
gions. This is what w* call the 
new Sudan. It is the way for- 
wad." 

Col. Garang stressed that he 
was visiting Egypt not just as 
SPLA leader but also as a leader 
of the National Democratic 
.Alliance, an alliance between 
the SPLA and the main north- 
ern opposition parties s« up in 
Asmara in 1995. 

He said the affiance was 
"completely united” and repre- 
sented "trie majority of the 
Sudanese people” 

He said recent peace talks 
with the Khartoum government 
“broke down over the issue of 
the constitutional sepSHiilion of 
religion and stale “ 

He blamed this on the 
National Islamic Front of 
Hasson Tourabi. widely seen as 
the power behind the military 
government in Khartwnn. 


Troops kill 
26 rebels in 


Algerian 


offensive — 


paper 


PARIS iR.i — Algerian 
troops, backed by heli- 
copter gunships. killed 26 
Islamist guerrillas at a rebel 
camp south of the Algerian 
capital, where 25 civilians 
had been slaughtered at a 
roadblock, a national daily 
said Sunday. 

Crack troops on Saturday 
stormed the guerrilla camp 
near Larbaa. 25 kilometres 
south of Algiers, killing the 
26. said A1 Khuhar newspa- 
per. 

The troops, who had been 
besieging the camp since 
early last week, still had an 
unspecified number of 
guerrillas trapped in the 
area, it said. 

Two other Algerian new s- 
papers reported varied ver- 
sions on the operation. 

L'Authentique daily said 
the government forces, 
helped by air force special 
commandos, destroyed the 
camp at the end of the raid. 

Libertc newspaper 

reported that the forces 
were continuing the siege 
of dozens of rebels holed 
up at the camp which lies at 
the foot of a mountain near 
Larbaa. main guerrilla 
stronghold in Blida region. 

It was in the Larbaa area 
that gunmen shot dead or 
hacked to death 25 civil- 
ians they caught at a fake 
roadblock Thursday, 

according to the Algerian 
newspaper Lc Soir 
D'Algene. 

Al Acil newspaper said 
the government forces 
found the body of a young 
girl near Larbaa on 
Saturday, ft did not say 
who killed the girl but said 
rebels attempted to carry 
out a big attack in the area 
on Wednesday apparently 
to help comrades besieged 
by the troops. 

N’o one claimed res pons i- 
bilrty for the roadblock 
killing, the latest in a senes 
in which dozens of civil- 
ians have died in the past 
two vears in many parts of 
Algeria. 

The government has 
blamed Islamist guerrillas 
for these attacks and the 
massacre « of thousands of 
villagers in remote areas 
and in poor districts in 
Algiers. 

The government forces* 
operation in Larbaa was the 
third such heavy offensive 
against rebels since July 
when Algerian newspapers 
said up to J 50 guerrillas 
had been lolled in Hatahaa 
area in Blida. 

But the violence has con- 
tinued unabated, and last 
month the army command 
sacked General Said Bey. 
chief of the find military 
region, covering Blida and 
Algiers. 

He was replaced by 
General Boughaba Rahah. 
former commander of the 
Fifth militajy region in the 
cast where the' relatively 
moderate Mamie Salvation 
Army I AIS» is observing a 
ceasefire. 



FREE VEGETARIAN FOOD FOR MUM AND CHILD: A monkey mother takes 
her baby to food provided at a 'monkey's party* in the central Thai province of 
Lopburi Sunday. The party is held annually by a group of local businessmen 
aimed at promoting tourism and protecting the animals which have been living in 
towns of this province for years (Reuters photo) 


Iraq speaks of climate 
of war, Kuwait wary 


BAGHDAD fR) — Iraq said 
Sunday the situation in the 
Gulf region was similar to that 
on the eve of the 1991 Gulf 
war while Kuwait said it 
would test air raid sirens and 
import gas masks. 

Syria, a key Arab member of 
the U.S.-led coalition forces 
which dime Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait nearly seven years ago. 
renewed its opposition to any 
military action against Iraq in 
the dispute with the United 
Nations over weapons inspec- 
tions. 

The official Iraqi newspaper 
Al Jumhounyu said the U.S. 
administration was under 
internal pressure to launch a 
decisive showdown with 

Baghdad. 

"When pursuing w hat is tak- 
ing place an arcuraic observer 
will easily notice die similarity 
between what happened 
before the 30- stale aggression 
on Iraq [Gulf warl and what is 
happening now" Al 
Jumhouriya said in a front- 
psige editorial. 

U.N. arms inspectors in 
Baghdad left their base early 
Sunday in search of Iraq's 
banned weapons. They have so 
far avoided sites viewed by 
Iraq as part of its sovereignly 
and national security. 

“Wc have faced no problems 
so far. Inspections arc going on 
smoothly." Nils Carlstrom. 
director of U.N. monitoring 
and verification centre in 
Baghdad, told Reuters. 

Iraq said U.N. arms monitors 
inspected 31 sites during their 
Sunday searches. ’The inspec- 
tion activities went on without 
delay nr obstacles with lull 
support and Nicking from ihc 
Iraqi side." the official Ir.iqi 
news agency INA said, quot- 
ing Mohammad Amccn. head 
of Iraq's national monitoring 
directorate. 

“Amccn urged the U.N. 
Special Commission to deeply 
think iibout the result of its var- 
ious and many inspections 
which arc carried out on ;i 
daily basis and use them as 
means m build mutual trust.'' 
INA said. 

Al Jumhouriya newspaper 
said the U.S- administration 
was under pressure front 
Amen can media and experts, 
after tltc failure of its Iraq pol- 
icy in Ihc past, to "do what 
I former U.S. President) 
George Bush and 1 President 
Bill] Clinton could not do, that 
is the settling of tlie conflict 
with Iraq militarily once and 
for alT. 

A Kuwaiti raten nr ministry 
spokesman said Kuwait would 
test on Mtimiiy war sirens 


Iraq renews invitation 


to presidential palaces 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
President Saddam Hussein 
has renewed an invitation 
for more than 100 interna- 
tional observers to visit his 
palaces as part of the U.N. 
search for weapons secrets. 
Iraqi newspapers reported 
Sunday. 

"Iraq still hopes that its 
imitation will be accept'd 
by all those who do not have 
ulterior motives." according 
to a statement issued al the 
end of a meeting late 
Saturday between the presi- 
dent anil his top officials. 

ft said Baghdad did not 


expect all those invited to • 
accept “but still wants the ! 
visit to lake place." 

Iraq’s offer "could lead the . 
way to a solution wanted by 
some and thus serve the 
cause of peace and security , 
pushing things back from 
the dangerous abyss." it 
said. , 

But the Iraqi leadership 
stressed that the U.N. 
Special Commission ; 
(UNSCOM i in charge of the 
country’s disarmament was 
barred access m presidential : 
palaces on the grounds of 
sovereignty. 


throughout Ihc tiny Gulf stjiic 
for lk* first time since ihc 1^1 
Gulf war. 

’This is the first test since the 
liberation of 154 sirens linked 
throughout (he state nf 
Kuwait." the spokesman mid 
Reuters in Kuwait. 'The situa- 
tion is not stable with Iraq con- 
tinuing to play ent and mouse 
with the United Nations." 

The warning sirens will go 
off at 1 1 am. to be followed by 
an ;dl clear five minutes later, 
he said. 

On .Salimiuy Kuwait's 
Dclcncc Minister Sheikh 
Salem Sabah Salem Sabah 
invited bids fur the sale of gas 
masks and welcomed a move 
by private merchants who have 
already ordered masks in 
recent weeks to protect against 
chemical and biological 
weapons. 

Syria's leadership, in a state- 
ment after a meeting Saturday 
night said it opposes military 
action and called nn Iraq to 
implement U.N. Security 
Council resolutions so that 
sanctions could be lifted as 
soon as possible. 

The statement also criticised 
the United States for its “dou- 
ble standard policies” a i the 
United Nations regarding Iraq - 
and Israel. 

Syria contributed troops to 
the alliance that liberated 
KuwuiL 

Hundreds of mourners, 
some wailing and beating their 
chess, shouted insults against 
the United States and 
President Clinton during a 
funeral procession of 50 chil- 
dren Iraqi officials said died 
because of U.N. trade sanc- 
tions. 

The wooden coffins, 
wrapped in white linen, were 


nv Minted on pick-up trucks. 
Hundreds of people lined the 
colonnaded R.ishced Street. 
"Gv\J is greatest. America is 
the enemy nl God." they 
shinned. 

"What is nur fault in be pun- 
isJied in litis way?" Ruhccm 
Abbas told Reuters. "This is 
genocide. Clinton should he 
usliamcd of himself." 

It is the second such funeral 
organised by Iraqi authorities 
in one week. They say at least 
4,000 Iraqi children die every 
month due in lack of medicine. 

(rai{ is showing the plight of 
its children because of U.N. 
trade sanctions imposed since 
its l9ftfl invasion of Kuwait to 
win international sympathy to 
have them eased or removed. 

It says it has done what the 
international community 
requires from it to have the 
curbs on its oil exports com- 
pletely lifted. 

The U.S,. with whom Iraq is 
at loggerheads over weapons 
inspections, insists that the 
sanctions will only he eased 
when international weapons 
experts testify that Iraq is clean 
of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. 

Iraq's U.N. relief coordinator 
Denis Halliday left Baghdad 
tor New York to discuss with 
Secretarv-Gcneral Kofi Annan 
the possible renewal of Iraq's 
oil-tor- food deal with the 
United Nations. 

The current plan expires next 
Friday. Mr. Annan is due to 
give his rccommcndationi. in a 
report to the Council 
Mondiy.Intq said on Saturday 
if would accept in principle an 
extension of the humanitarian 
programme allowing it oil 
exports worth $2 billion in six 
months. 



Gazan names 
quadruplets after 
Arafat and family 


GAZA <R) — Yasser and 
Arafat aren't going to bring 
much peace to one 4 
Palestinian household- A 
bit underweight, the two 

boys in a set of quadruplets 
born in Gaza hist week are 
still in hospital. Their two 
sisters Suha and Zahwa, 
named after the Palestinian 
president's wife and 
daughter, are already wail- 
inc away at home. .Dad 
Atef Shaabun Siksik. 28. 
said doctors were surprised 
by the names he and his 
wife Mona, 24. had chosen. 
"But it is an expression of 
my love for the president 
whom I consider like a 
father, especially after my 
father's death in I9S9 when 
he was shot by the Israelis," 
he said. “Now 1 gel no 
sleep. When one girl cries, 
she wakes the other and 
both start crying. What will 
it be like when the boys 
come home? Maybe I 
should go and find another 
house to sleep in," Mr. 
Siksik said. 


Hong Kong man 
risks life for $1-29 


HONG KONG (AFP) — In 
Hong Kong, where it is 
often said money rules 
above all else, a 60-year- 
old man risked his life to 
jump on to an underground 
railway line to recover a 
DOLIO (S1.29J coin. 
Station officers rushed to 
pull the man back on to the 
platform after he'd ignored 
his own safety to pick up 
the coin during the busy 
lunchtime period at subur- 
ban Prince Edward station, 
the Oriental Daily News 
reported. At that time of 
day trains pass through the 
station about two minutes 
apart. The newspaper pub- 
lished a photo showing the 
man happy to be reunited 
with his coin, while Mass 
Transit Railway Corp. offi- 
cials were said to be taking 
legal advice on whether to 
charge him. 


‘Michelangelo'* 
of cigar world 
launches new brand 


PARIS (AFP) — Avelino 
Lara. known as the 
"Michelangelo" of the 
cigar 'since inventing Fidel 
Castro's big thick 
favourite, the Cohiba, is 
launching his own 
Bahamas-made brand. Lara 
ran the famed El Laquito 
plant outside Havana 
which produced Cuba's 
best and most expensive 
cigars. He created ihc 
Cnhiba. the Rolls Royce of 
the cigar, in 196S. the only 
new brand marketed since, 
the "Lidcr Maximo.” who 
since given up smoking, 
came into power. Lara was 
in Parts this week present- 
ing his new hand-rolled 
cigars to a handful of 
Havana connoisseurs. He 
left Cuba after 60 years in 
the service of the govern- 
ment and has been working 
on "creating something 
smokahlc" for the past two 
years, he said. 


Mother recognises 
bank robbers as 
son’s friends 


DALLAS ( AP) — The sod 
of a hank teller is accused 
of plotting a robbery at the 
bank where his mother 
worked. Damion Blunt, 23. 
had just dropped his moth- 
er. Belinda Coleman, off at 
a branch of main bank on 
Wednesday morning when 
two armed men wearing 
black stockings over their 
heads walked in. They took 
off with $313,000. but not 
before Ms. Coleman said 
she recognised them 
through their masks as 
friends of her son. Armond 
Pleasant. 21, and Charles 
Pleasant, 24. were arrested 
that day. Blunt was arrested 
the following day and a 
fourth suspect is being 
sought. Investigators, 

believe the four mcri 
planned the hold-up 
together and later split (he 
money. 
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